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INDUSTRY NEWS

The Texas Legislature is in Full Swing

The 86th Texas Legislature is in full swing! Committees have been announced in both the House and Senate, and many have already started
posting for their organizational meetings. Senate Finance has begun the arduous process of building a budget for our State for the next two years;
while the House Appropriations Committee is ramping up to review budget and fiscal summaries submitted by agencies. It is safe to say our
elected officials are all hard at work. There are more than 2,500 pieces of legislation and resolutions filed, and we should expect thousands more
in the coming weeks. Our lobby team and staff are hard at work studying, evaluating, and summarizing legislation that impacts our industry, your
investments, and our families. Please do not hesitate to call our staff if you would like for us to track or review legislation that is important to

you! We stand ready to serve our members!
Legislation Filed that will Impact our Industry

Each week, we will update our list of bills that directly impact our industry. This week, House Bill 1178 was filed by industry member and State
Representative Ernest Bailes. This bill requires the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department to provide notice to permit holders prior to entering a
landowner’s property for an inspection. The notice must be given three days in advance by telephone or sent electronically or as an electronic

message on a wireless communication device. We are thankful for Rep. Bailes filing this legislation and look forward to its passage.
Summary List of Industry-Related Legislation

HB 334 by Poncho Nevarez

Read More

Summary: This bill would make elk a native game species and would move them under the jurisdiction of TPWD. We feel this would adversely
impact many of our industry members that have diversified their breeding portfolio.

Position: Opposed

HB 376 by Ken King
Read More
Summary: This bill would require TPWD to allow movement of deer once all CWD “suspect” tests are cleared.

Position: Support with Minor Changes

HB 661 by Ken King

Read More

Summary: This bill would allow for low-fence release, as was possible just three short years ago. The bill would allow the Texas Parks and

Wildlife Department to set a testing standard that must be achieved prior to low-fence release.

Position: Support with Minor Changes
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https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/billtext/pdf/HB00334I.pdf#navpanes=0
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/billtext/pdf/HB00376I.pdf#navpanes=0
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/billtext/pdf/HB00661I.pdf#navpanes=0
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HB 1178 by Ernest Bailes

Read More

Summary: This bill requires the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department to provide notice to permit holders prior to entering a landowner’s property
for an inspection. The notice must be given three days in advance by telephone or sent electronically or as an electronic message on a wireless
communication device.

Position: Support

CAPITOL NEWS

Texas Animal Health Commission Opens Public Comment on Brucellosis Testing Requirements for Captive
Exotic Cervids Entering Texas

The Texas Deer Association stands in support of proposed rule changes to amend the Brucellosis Testing Requirements for Captive Exotic
Cervids Entering Texas. The Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) has proposed the following amendments to current rule, which are open

for public comment:

Chapter 51, Entry Requirements — Exotic Cervids
The Commission requires exotic cervids entering Texas to be Brucellosis tested. The proposed rule will eliminate the Brucellosis testing
requirement for captive exotic cervids entering Texas. Test requirements for free ranging cervids and those from a designated surveillance area

will remain in place.

The Commission opened the following rules for review and comment:

Chapter 38, Trichomoniasis; Chapter 43, Tuberculosis; Chapter 47, Authorized Personnel; Chapter 50, Animal Disease Traceability; Chapter 51,
Entry Requirements

The proposed chapters for rule review provides the public an opportunity to comment and suggest amendments on TAHC’s rules as they currently

exist.
TAHC encourages and appreciates all comments. The deadline for comment submissions on the proposed amendments is February 4, 2019.
Comments on the proposed chapters must be submitted in writing to Amanda Bernhard, Texas Animal Health Commission, 2105 Kramer Lane,

Austin, Texas 78758, by fax at (512) 719-0719 or by email to comments@tahc.texas.gov.

Complete details of the rule proposals are available on the TAHC website

at www.tahc.texas.gov/regs/proposals.html.
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https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB1178
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COMMITTEE NEWS

Texas House Speaker Dennis Bonnen appoints committee chairmen and committee membership.

For link to committee list click here
Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick has announced the Texas Senate Committees for the upcoming 2019 Texas Legislature. We are excited to work

with the Chairman and Members of the committee during the next two years!

For a complete list of Senate Committees, click here

LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR

House and Senate Post Committee Meeting Times and Locations
The Senate Agriculture Committee will meet on Wednesdays at 8:00am in the Betty King Committee Room.
The House Committee on Culture, Recreation, and Tourism will meet on Tuesdays at 2:00pm in the Capitol Extension, Room E1.014.

The House Committee on Agriculture and Livestock will meet on Thursdays at 8:00am in the Capitol Extension, Room E2.036.

LOCAL, STATE, AND NATIONAL NEWS

Texas Senate — January 31, 2019
Senator Bettencourt Files Senate Bill 2 - The Texas Property Tax Reform and Relief Act
Read More

Texas House — January 31, 2019

Speaker Bonnen: Property Tax Legislation Filed In House, Senate

Chair Burrows files HB 2, Speaker joins Gov. and Lt. Gov. in announcing bill filing
Read More

Texas Tribune — January 31, 2019

Texas Leaders Want Voters to OK Property Tax Revenue Growth Over 2.5 Percent
They Couldn’t Get 4 Percent In 2017

Read More
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https://house.texas.gov/committees/
https://senate.texas.gov/_assets/pdf/86th_Senate_Committees.pdf
https://senate.texas.gov/members/d07/press/en/p20190131a.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/speaker/housecommitteeassignments-13549?e=e31bfa7930
https://www.texastribune.org/2019/01/31/texas-leaders-want-let-voters-cap-local-property-tax-revenues/



