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In the 85th Legislative Session, the Texas Deer Association
has supported several bills that will promote the growth
and sustainability of the deer industry in Texas. The legislative package filed with industry support provides
reasonable and measured steps forward for a growing
Texas industry. The legislation offers opportunity for
continued viability and the advancement of the industry’s
$1.6 billion annual impact and almost 17,000 jobs to Texas
each year.
Recently, the House Committee on Culture, Recreation,
and Tourism held public hearings on all four of these very
important bills. Throughout the hearings, members and
leadership of TDA voiced great support for this legislation,
as well as their concerns with recent regulatory changes at
the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department (TPWD). Our
Association believes these bills - HB 2854, HB 2855, HB
2971, and HB 3182 - are necessary toward a more efficient
and sustainable deer industry in Texas.
These bills take aim at the fair treatment, health, and traceability of captive deer across the state. The Texas Deer
Association stands firmly in support of these bills, and is
committed to building a strong industry, while maintaining quality herd management based on the best available
science and technology.

A Giant Win for Our Industry

In a giant win for the wildlife and deer industries in Texas,
HB 2855 by Rep. Chris Paddie was voted unanimously out
of the House Committee by legislators following a 6 to 0
vote in support of this important legislation. This bill
allows a deer breeder to choose whether he or she would
like to use a tag or a microchip for the identification in
breeder deer while in pens. This bill does not impact or
change the requirement for a tattoo upon release or transfer. We applaud members of the legislature for their
support – giving full and robust consideration to the
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importance of permanent, technically sound animal
identification utilizing microchips for deer while in pens.
The Texas deer industry supports the utilization of
USDA-approved 840 Series Microchips as an acceptable
form of identification for breeder deer held under TPWD
permit. An 840 Series Microchip is a tiny transponder—about the size of a grain of rice—that is encoded
with a unique identification number.
Microchips serve as the gold-standard for animal identification worldwide. The USDA, FDA, all major veterinary
associations, humane societies, veterinary clinics, scholastic research facilities, and international animal transportation groups endorse the use of microchips for
permanent identification. The technology is widely available and the procedure for insertion is fast, safe, and
appears to be relatively pain-free in most animals. However, the current state statute does not recognize microchip technology as a form of accepted identification
under TPWD permit issued for breeder deer.

Other Legislation Heard in
Committee

Three other bills supported by the Texas Deer Association were also heard during the public hearing on Tuesday. Public testimony received during the hearing in the
House Committee on Culture, Recreation & Tourism
yesterday included House Bill 2854, House Bill 2971, and
House Bill 3182.
To view the video and live testimony provided in support
and opposition of the bills during the April 18th hearing
of the House Culture, Recreation & Tourism Committee,
please click the link below:
http://tlchouse.g ranicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=40&clip_id=13636
4:00 – HB 3182 (Springer) Mule Deer DMP
1:23:00 – HB 2854 (Paddie) Triple T for White-tailed Deer
2:32:00 – HB 2855 (Paddie) Microchip ID for Breeder
Deer - voted favorably out of committee (after initial
hearing on April 11, 2017)
4:35:00 – HB 2971 (Gooden) Illegal Drugs for Breeder Deer

HB 2854 (By Rep. Chris Paddie)

This bill relates to allowing Class 1 Release Sites to use the
trap, transport, and transplant permit for white-tailed
deer.
TDA supports legislation to allow Trap, Transport, and
Transplant permits to be issued for movement of
white-tailed deer from Class 1 Release Sites to Class 1
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Release Sites, pending Texas Parks & Wildlife (TPWD)
permit issuance. For years, the Texas deer industry has
utilized the TPWD-issued Trap, Transport, and Transplant permit – commonly referred to as the Triple T
Permit. This permit allows a landowner to relocate
white-tailed deer from one premise to another, based on
herd and habitat management. However, the recent CWD
management rules now adversely restrict the use of the
Triple T permit by registered release sites, requiring that a
landowner cease to release breeder deer onto the property
for a period of five years prior to applying for a TTT
permit.

HB 3182 (by Rep. Drew Springer)

This bill relates to requiring the Parks and Wildlife
Department to issue permits for the management of the
wild mule deer population. TDA supports legislation that
would require TPWD to open a formal rulemaking
process for the issuance of Deer Management Permits for
free-ranging mule deer in Texas. In 2011, the 82nd Texas
Legislature passed legislation granting authority to TPWD
to issue Deer Management Permits (DMP) for overall the
herd health and population enhancement of mule deer in
Texas. To date, the Department has failed to adopt any set
of regulations allowing for the issuance of Deer Management Permits for mule deer. DMP permits for mule deer
in north and west Texas could be an extremely valuable
tool for improving the health, well-being, and quality of
the mule deer herds in our state through enhance reproduction and increased fawn survival.

move this important legislation forward.
Please email your state legislator and the Texas House members seated on the House Committee on Culture, Recreation, and Tourism to explain why you support this legislation. Talking points supporting this legislation are included
above. We ask that you please include reasons why this issue
is important to you and your family.
To Find Your State Legislator, Click HERE: http://www.fyi.legis.state.tx.us/Home.aspx
To Email the House Committee on Culture, Recreation, and
Tourism Members, Click HERE: http://www.house.state.tx.us/committees/committee/?committee=C430
###

HB 2971 (by Rep. Lance Gooden)

This bill relates to the use of the drug ractopamine hydrochloride in white-tailed deer.
This bill relates to creating an offense for the use of the
drug ractopamine hydrochloride to breeder deer. TDA
and its Board of Directors condemn the use of ractopamine hydrochloride in captive deer, and formally support
a change in statute to clarify regulatory authority and
enhance penalties for the use of this drug in deer breeding
facilities. TDA and the Texas deer industry are proactive
in the admonition of the use of ractopamine hydrochloride in captive deer. We stand firmly behind regulatory
authorities in their attempts to prevent the use of this drug
in deer breeding facilities. The foundation of our industry
and the thousands of customers within that industry
depend on a level and lawful business environment.

Contact Your Legislator TODAY

Please take the time to review these bills and voice your
support to your state representatives and state senators. It
is imperative that we stand together as an industry to
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CAPITOL NEWS
HOUSE AND SENATE BUDGET PROPOSALS
The House and Senate have passed their own versions of a budget for 2018-19 biennium, however they’re not the same.
The most striking difference is the methods of financing and use of the Economic Stabilization Fund, commonly referred
to as the Rainy Day Fund. The House is willing to use $2.5 billion from the state’s Rainy Day Fund, while the Senate has
plans to defer a transfer of sales taxes to the state highway fund to balance their budget. Members of the House and
Senate will meet in a conference committee to finalize a budget that can be sent to Governor Greg Abbott for approval.
TEXAS HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS APPROVES SANCTUARY CITIES BILL
The latest version includes a provision that would make it a Class A misdemeanor when a law enforcement officer
knowingly does not comply with a detainer request. The House version also includes that a person would have to be
arrested before police could legally inquire about a persons immigration status.
The Senate version included that an officer could ask an individual about their immigration status when they are “lawfully detained.”
TEXAS HOUSE VOTES AGAINST SCHOOL CHOICE
In an amendment to the Senate budget, the House voted 103-44 to prevent state money from being used to subsidize
private school tuition. Critics say that schools receiving vouchers are not required to comply with state accountability
evaluations, open record laws, or statewide academic standards. The Senate passed the measure along party lines.
COMPTROLLER INVESTING THE ECONOMIC STABILIZATION FUND PROPOSAL
See attachment below.

LEGISLATIVE CALEndar
TEXAS ANIMAL HEALTH COMMISSION MEETING
May 9, 2017 - 8:30 A.M.
TAHC Central Office
2105 Kramer Lane
Austin, TX 78758

APRIL
BIRTHDAYS

MAY 29, 2017 – SINE DIE

4/21 REP. GIDDINGS
4/23 REP. BLANCO
4/23 REP. MURR
4/26 SEN. HUFFINES
4/29 REP. RODNEY ANDERSON
For a complete list of upcoming
House Committee meetings, click here.

4/30 REO. BIEDERMANN

For a complete list of upcoming
Senate Committee meetings, click here.
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