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industry news
House Bill 904
Rep. Nevarez of Eagle Pass has �led House Bill 904, relating to the classi�cation of exotic and nongame animals. �is bill would 
require the state to consider elk as a “wildlife” species, instead of their current agriculture designation. �is chance would drastically 
alter the dynamic of how the state’s robust elk population has been treated for years. HB 904 has been referred to the House Commit-
tee on Culture, Recreation & Tourism.
TDA is OPPOSED to this bill. We believe elk should remain to be designated as an agriculture species, falling within the oversight of 
the Texas Animal health Commission.

House Bill 946
Rep. Paul of Houston has �led House Bill 946, relating to vehicles exempt from vehicle safety inspections. �is bill would raise the 
mandatory inspection weight from 4,500 lbs. to 7,500 lbs. for trailers. �erefore, a trailer, semitrailer, pole trailer, or mobile home of 
less than 7,500 pounds would be exempt from state inspection. HB 946 has been referred to the House Committee on Transporta-
tion.

House Bill 1100
Rep. Canales of Edinburg has �led House Bill 1100, relating to the issuance of a permit to host a charity hunt outside the regular 
hunting season. �is bill would allow landowners to apply for a permit to host a charitable hunt within two weeks of the regular 
hunting season. Any proceeds received by the landowner would be donated to a charitable nonpro�t organization. HB 1100 has been 
referred to the House Committee on Culture, Recreation & Tourism.
TDA will monitor this bill.

House Bill 1891
Rep. Nevarez has �led House Bill 1891, relating to a documented member of the Kickapoo Traditional Tribe of Texas hunting certain 
deer. �is bill would allow documented members of the Kickapoo Traditional Tribe of Texas to hunt antlerless white-tailed deer on 
any day of the year for religious ceremonial purposes. In addition to proper membership documentation, a valid hunting license is 
required. 

House Bill 2013
Rep. Ashby of Lu�in �led House Bill 2013, relating to fee waivers for certain hunting and �shing licenses for volunteer �re �ghters. 
�is legislation would remove the fee associated with hunting and �shing licenses for Texas’ volunteer �re�ghters. Currently, certain 
disabled veterans and active duty members of the United States armed forces qualify for a free hunting and �shing license. 

Senate Bill 626
Senator Schwertner of Georgetown �led Senate Bill 626 this week, relating to the acquisition of certain real property in conjunction 
with the acquisition of real property for a public use through eminent domain procedures. �is bill would require the condemning 
entity to make two separate o�ers to the property landowner. One for the portion private property needed for the desired project. 
Secondly, a separate o�er for the property not subject to condemnation by the entity. SB 626 has been referred to the Senate State 
A�airs Committee. 
TDA will monitor this bill.

Senate Bill 627
Senator Schwertner also �led Senate Bill 627, relating to notice of a property owner's rights relating to the examination or survey of 
property by an entity with eminent domain authority. �is bill strengthens landowner’s rights by giving them the right to refuse grant 
permission, allow the landowners to negotiate terms and makes the entity responsible for any damages arising during an examina-
tion or survey of private property. SB 626 has been referred to the Senate State A�airs Committee.
TDA will monitor this bill.

Senate Bill 720
Senator Perry has �led SB 720, relating to rules regarding the carcasses of certain birds or animals. Current Texas statutes only allow 
deer carcasses to be reduced to 2 forequarters, 2 hindquarters and backstraps, until the carcass reaches a �nal destination where it 
then can be processed further. �is legislation will give the Commission the latitude to amend carcass processing requirements and 
the de�nition of �nal destination in the event such a change is needed to mitigate disease risk and provide hunters more �exibility to 
leave certain carcass parts in the area where the deer was harvested. SB 720 has been referred to the Senate Agriculture, Water & 
Rural A�airs Committee.
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Senate Bill 722
Senator Perry has �led SB 722, relating to a fee for participation in the Managed Lands Deer Program of the Parks and Wildlife 
Department. �is bill attempts to deposit the participation fee from the Managed Lands Deer Program to the game, �sh, and 
water safety account. Dating back to 1979, the Game, Fish, and Water Safety is used for administration and enforcement of game, 
�sh, and water safety laws, wildlife management, expansion and development, research, boat ramps and other uses provided by 
law. SB 722 has been referred to the Senate Agriculture, Water & Rural A�airs Committee.
TDA will monitor this bill.

Senate Bills 740, 741, 742
Senator Kolkhorst of Brenham has �led a legislative package that will reform the process by which eminent domain is applied to 
Texas land owners. �is legislation guarantees landowners are given access to all needed information about the attempt to 
condemn their land, and receive the information before any legal process against the landowner can proceed. �e bills ensure 
initial o�ers made to landowners are fair and that they’re treated with respect through the process of condemnation. �e 
Kolkhorst proposal seeks to ensure transparency and a level playing ground for landowners. �is legislative package relates to the 
compensation to a landowner and the requirements for a bona �de o�er for the acquisition of property by an entity with eminent 
domain authority. SB 740, 741, and 742 have been referred to the Senate State A�airs Committee. 

capitol news
LAWMAKERS TAKE ACTION TO DERAIL BULLET TRAIN BETWEEN DALLAS AND HOUSTON, see attachment below

CHILD WELFARE BILL HEADED TO SENATE FLOOR
Senate Bill 11 by Chairman Schwertner passed out the Senate Health and Human Services Committee unanimously. �is legisla-
tion looks to reform the Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) and address a number of concerns with child 
protection e�orts. Provisions of this bill include timely and appropriate services for children, increasing the capacity of the foster 
care system and the accountability of providers, as well as strengthening the CPS Investigations Division. Child Protection is one 
of Governor Abbott’s emergency items. House Bill 914, identical to SB 11, has been introduced to the House Committee on 
Human Services. 

GOVERNOR ABBOTT STATEMENT ON SENATE VOTE TO BAN SANCTUARY CITIES IN TEXAS
“As Governor, I will not tolerate sanctuary city policies that put the citizens of Texas at risk. Elected o�cials do not get to pick and 
choose which laws they will obey. Today's action in the Senate helps ensure that Sheri�s and o�cials across Texas comply with 
federal immigration laws and honor Immigration and Custom Enforcement detainer requests that keep dangerous criminals o� of 
our streets. I want to thank Senator Perry for his leadership on this issue and look forward to �nal passage in the Senate tomor-
row.”

GOVERNOR ABBOTT STATEMENT ON SENATE PASSAGE OF ETHICS REFORM PACKAGE
“�e faith that people have in their democracy is linked to the trust they have in their elected o�cials. Representatives in Austin 
must be voting with their constituents’ interests in mind – not their own – and I am con�dent that this session will lead to 
increased accountability and meaningful reforms that are desperately needed in Texas. I want to thank Senator Van Taylor who is 
once again leading the charge in shepherding this bill through the Senate, and I look forward to its passage in the House.”

KEL SELIGER OF AMARILLO FILED SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 41
SJR 41 would reduce the rate of severance taxes and suspend transfers into the Economic Stabilization Fund (Rainy Day Fund) 
when the balance exceeds $5 billion. Currently, crude oil and natural gas production taxes contribute more than 85 percent of its 
revenue. Any funds above $5 billion would be transferred to the state highway fund and general revenue fund.

REP ANDERSON OF MCLENNAN ELECTED CHAIRMAN OF THE TEXAS LEGISLATIVE RURAL CAUCUS
Rep. Charles “Doc” Anderson has been chosen to serve a third term as Chairman of the Rural Caucus for the 85th Texas Legisla-
ture. �e Rural Caucus is a bi-partisan group of legislators from the House and Senate to communicate rural interests in the 
legislature. A member of the House, and Rural Caucus, since 2005, Rep. Anderson has previously served as Vice-Chair of the 
House Committee on Agriculture & Livestock.
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Appropriations – Subcommittee on Articles VI (Natural 
Resources), VII & VIII Committee
Gonzales, Larry – Chair
Walle, Armando – Vice-Chair 
Dean, Jay
Perez, Mary Ann
Phelan, Dade
Rodriguez, Justin
Simmons, Ron

Texas House Republican Caucus Policy Committee
Goldman, Chair
Bonnen of Galveston – Vice-Chair
Dean, Jay
White, James
Anderson, Charles “Doc”
Burns, DeWayne
�ompson, Ed
Lozano, J.M.
Landgraf, Brooks
Burrows, Dustin
Anderson, Rodney
Rinaldi, Matt
Roberts, Kevin
Scho�eld, Mike
Koop, Linda
Murr, Andrew

House Committee Appointments of Interest to TDA
Agriculture & Livestock
King of Uvalde, Tracy – Chair
Gonzales of El Paso, Mary – Vice-Chair
Burrows, Dustin
Cyrier, John
Rinaldi, Matt
Stucky, Lynn

Culture, Recreation, and Tourism
Frullo, John – Chair
Faircloth, Wayne – Vice-Chair
Fallon, Pat
Krause, Matt
Bonnen of Brazoria, Dennis
Gervin-Hawkins, Barbara
Martinez, Armando

Natural Resources
Larson, Lyle – Chair
Phelan, Dade – Vice-Chair
King of Uvalde, Tracy
Lucio III, Eddie
Price, Four
Ashby, Tent
Burns, DeWayne
Frank, James
Kacal, Kyle
Nevarez, Poncho
Workman, Paul

For a complete list of Senate Committees, click here

For a complete list of House Committees, click here

COMMITTEE news

legislative activities
TDA Capitol Deer Day – March 14, 2017
Texas Animal Health Commission Meeting – May 9, 2017
 Texas Animal Health Commission Central O�ce
 2105 Kramer Lane
 Austin, TX 78758

Birthdays
2/28      Rep. King, Phil
3/1        Sen. Rodriguez
3/3        Rep. Bonnen, Dennis
3/5        Rep. Munoz
3/5        Sen. Hall
3/5        Rep. Dean
3/7        Rep. Walle
3/7        Sen. Hinojosa
3/8        Rep. Capriglione
3/9        Sen. Perry

http://www.senate.texas.gov/_assets/pdf/85th_Senate_Committees.pdf
http://www.house.texas.gov/_media/pdf/committee.pdf


WEEKLY REPORT •  PAGE 5TEXAS DEER ASSOCIATION

LOCAL, STATE, AND NATIONAL NEWS
Texas Tribune – February 23, 2017
Texas' rural roots and urban future are on a high-speed collision course, click here

Texas Tribune – February 24, 2017
Analysis: On child protection, the money might be the hardest part, click here

San Antonio Express-News – February 22, 2017
Texas hunters want to put the kibosh on ag commissioner’s ‘feral hog apocalypse’, click here

• TPWD Unveils Hunting Season Regulation Proposals for 2017-18
- Increasing dove-hunting opportunity by expanding the early September 4-day Special White-winged Dove Area hunting season 
to the entire South Zone boundary.
- Modify the age for the youth-waterfowl participants for 15 to 16 years of age.
- Extend the landowner-managed pronghorn buck experimental permit system for four more years and expand the option into 
three new pronghorn management areas in the northern Panhandle.
- Frameworks for the 2017-18 migratory game bird hunting seasons.

• TPWD Releases Freshwater Fishing Regulation Proposals for 2017-18
-Create a catch-and-release only �shing (no harvest) zone for smallmouth and largemouth bass in the Devil’s River from State 
Highway 163 bridge (Baker’s Crossing) downstream to the con�uence of Big Satan Creek Canyon.
-Prohibit use of juglines, throwlines and trotlines in Kirby Lake (Taylor County).
-Establish a catch-and-release only regulation for largemouth bass and sun�sh on Bedford Boys Ranch Lake (Tarrant County).
-Add Alabama bass (previously considered a subspecies of spotted bass) to the list of game �shes and update bass regulations for 
Alan Henry Reservoir (Garza County), which is the only location in Texas that contains this species.

https://www.texastribune.org/2017/02/23/bullet-train-Texas-rural-roots-urban-future/
https://www.texastribune.org/2017/02/24/analysis-child-protection-money-might-be-hardest-part/?utm_source=Texas+Tribune+Master&utm_campaign=15379c040a-trib-newsletters&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d9a68d8efc-15379c040a-101960017&mc_cid=15379c040a&mc_eid=f6b92a1e24
http://www.expressnews.com/business/local/article/Texas-hunters-want-to-put-the-kibosh-on-ag-10952518.php
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Lawmakers Take Action to Derail Bullet Train between Dallas and Houston 
 
AUSTIN, TX - Today, a group of key state lawmakers filed a slate of legislation to push back against 
Texas Central Railway's controversial proposal to construct a high-speed rail line between Dallas and 
Houston.  Senators Birdwell (R-Granbury), Creighton (R-Conroe), Kolkhorst (R-Brenham), Perry (R-
Lubbock), and Schwertner (R-Georgetown) joined with Representatives Ashby (R-Lufkin), Bell (R-
Magnolia), Cook (R-Corsicana), Schubert (R-Caldwell), and Wray (R- Waxahachie) to file a total of 18 
bills addressing a number of concerns ranging from protecting landowners threatened by eminent domain 
abuse, to ensuring the state isn't later forced to bail out the private project with taxpayer dollars.  
 
"This group of foreign investors is threating to seize family farms, physically divide the state of Texas, 
and have a gravely detrimental impact on the citizens I represent," said State Representative Leighton 
Schubert.  "At a minimum, the people of Texas deserve reasonable reassurances that their private property 
rights will be respected and that they will not be left holding the bag if this ill-conceived project fails." 
 
In addition to the brewing controversies over eminent domain and the general regulation of high-speed 
rail, a number of questions remain unanswered regarding the specific details of Texas Central's proposal.  
While TCR has claimed that the project will cost just $12 billion to complete, an independent analysis 
from the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) puts that estimate at closer to $18 billion. 
 
Critics have also raised grave concerns about the overall financial viability of the project, noting that 
without some form of government subsidy, Texas Central will find it virtually impossible to meet their 
stated ridership estimates at prices competitive with existing modes of transportation.  
 
"This legislation will ensure that the property rights of our constituents are respected and guarantee that 
state taxpayers won’t be asked to bail out this project when costs inevitably exceed projections and 
ridership fails to meet expectations." said Senator Charles Schwertner, expressing his serious doubts 
about the long-term financial viability of the project.  Schwertner went on to cite a recent independent 
study by the Reason Foundation which indicates a proposed high-speed rail between Dallas and Houston 
will lose over $537 million a year and could cost taxpayers up to $21.5 billion.  
 
"I won't stand by while good people are forced to give up their private property rights for a rail project 
that will bring little to no economic benefit to our region," Representative Ashby stated. "The opposition 
to this project has been loud and clear in my district, and I'm proud to stand by the people I represent in 
fighting for more transparency and thoughtfulness when it comes to projects that effect Texas." 
 
The current conflict between foreign developers and rural landowners is reminiscent of a similar debate 
over the so-called Trans-Texas Corridor, a highly-controversial and similarly ambitious statewide 
transportation project  that dominated Texas politics for much of the last decade.  Following  intense 
opposition from conservative interest groups, state lawmakers, and rural landowners the project was 
ultimately abandoned. 
 

(over) 
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"Since the proposed high-speed rail project stretches across Texas, we need to make sure all of the 
necessary data and research has been completed to ensure private property rights are being protected." 
said Senator Charles Perry, a key member of the Senate Transportation Committee. 
 
"Transportation is a critical issue for our state, which requires thoughtful and pragmatic solutions for 
today and the future," added Representative Wray.  "Texas Central has failed to demonstrate a viable or 
comprehensive plan addressing the real mobility needs of our state, and the legislation filed today seeks to 
address the legitimate issues posed by this project." 
 
State Senator Brian Birdwell, himself a survivor of the September 11, 2001, terror attack on the Pentagon, 
expressed substantial concerns regarding what security measures will be taken to screen passengers and 
protect the rail-line from a potential terrorist attack.  "For two years I have been an outspoken opponent of 
this project and the negative impact it would have on the citizens I represent," said Birdwell.  "I'm pleased 
to be filing security-focused legislation to ensure the safety of all Texans should any future high-speed 
rail project be undertaken in our state." 
 
In July, the Surface Transportation Board dealt a substantial blow to Texas Central's high-speed rail 
proposal, determining the federal government lacked the authority to grant eminent domain powers to 
TCR or otherwise regulate the proposed high-speed train.  Since then, it's become increasingly unclear 
whether TCR has the actual legal authority to take land from private property owners along the train's 
proposed path or regulatory framework necessary to operate a high-speed train in Texas. 
 
"It is not a railroad, and therefore, it does not have eminent domain authority." added Representative 
Byron Cook, Chairman of the House State Affairs Committee which oversees most eminent domain 
legislation.  "If any train were ultimately to be built, the idea of using a proprietary Japanese technology 
that is incompatible with other rail technologies used in our state is very problematic. If this initiative is 
eventually approved, Texas must require a fully vetted, statewide master plan that involves the Texas 
Department of Transportation." 
 
"I still have doubts about whether a high-speed rail project makes sense for Texas. Taxpayers should not 
be expected to pay the bill if the project fails," said Senator Brandon Creighton.  
 
Representative Cecil Bell, Jr. echoed that sentiment, adding: "Without taxpayer dollars, the project in 
Texas is on track to fail.  My bill would require that at the beginning of such a project, the company take 
steps to ensure the restoration of this beautiful part of rural Texas if the project ceases to operate." 
 
"Texans have always had a deep respect for the land and for the law," added Senator Lois Kolkhorst.  
"That's why the Legislature must tread lightly when property rights are at risk." 
 
The elected officials mentioned above have worked throughout the interim with Texans Against High-
Speed Rail (TAHSR). This group represents thousands of affected landowners who are saying 'no' to the 
project. Kyle Workman, spokesman for TAHSR, remains confident in the work put forth by the 
aforementioned elected officials.  
 
"All of these offices, and many more of their colleagues, have been engaged with our team to make sure 
that the voices of their constituents are heard loud and clear." said Workman. "We're happy to have these 
Senators and State Representatives on our team as we make progress against the high-speed rail train." 

 
(over) 

 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  CONTACT: JUDD MESSER 
FEBRUARY 21, 2017  (512) 463-0508 

 
The following bills were filed this morning: 
 
SB 973 by Creighton/HB 2168 by Bell (Railroad Determination Before Surveys) - prohibits a high-
speed rail entity from entering private property to conduct a survey unless the Texas Department of 
Transportation (TxDOT) first determines that the surveying entity is, in fact, a railroad. 
 
SB 974 by Creighton/HB 2181 by Cook (Option Contract Protection) - voids any high-speed rail 
option contracts held by a high-speed rail entity upon a bankruptcy initiated by or against the entity.  
 
SB 975 by Birdwell/HB 2169 by Schubert (Security Requirements) - provides a framework of 
minimum security requirements to be followed during the construction and operation of a private high-
speed rail line. Requires the high-speed rail authority to coordinate security efforts with state and local 
law enforcement, as well as disaster response agencies. 
 
SB 977 by Schwertner/HB 2172 by Ashby (No Taxpayer Bailout) - prohibits the legislature from 
appropriating new funds, or allowing state agencies to utilize existing funds, to pay any costs related to a 
the construction, maintenance, or operation of a private high-speed rail in Texas. 
 
SB 978 by Schwertner/HB 2104 Bell (Property Restoration Bond) - requires a private high-speed rail 
entity to file a bond with the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) sufficient to restore property 
used for the rail service to the property's original conditions if the service ceases operation. 
 
SB 979 by Schwertner/HB 2179 by Cook (Right of Repurchase for Non-HSR Use) - prohibits an 
entity that operates or plans to operate a high-speed rail from using property acquired for purposes other 
than high-speed rail.  If the high-speed rail authority doesn't use the property for that specific purpose, the 
original landowner must be given opportunity to repurchase the land. 
 
SB 980 by Schwertner/HB 2167 by Schubert (Put Texas First) - prohibits any state money from being 
used for any purpose related to a privately owned high-speed rail, unless the state acquires and maintains 
a lien in order to secure the repayment of state funds.  Requires that the state's lien be superior to all other 
liens, effectively making Texas a priority creditor. 
 
SB 981 by Kolkhorst/HB 2162 by Wray (Interoperability) - requires an entity constructing a high-
speed rail line in Texas to demonstrate compatibility with more than one type of train technology.  
 
SB 982 by Perry/HB 2173 by Ashby (High-Speed Rail Feasibility Study) - upon request of a 
legislator, the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) must generate a feasibility study of a 
proposed high-speed rail project.  The study must indicate whether the project is for a public use, whether 
it will be financially viable, and what impact of the project will have on local communities. 

 
### 



 

 

HB 1   Zerwas, John(R)  General Appropriations 
Bill. 

Last Action: 2-13-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Appropriations 

 

HB 54   Martinez, Armando(D)  Relating to the salary 
paid to certain 
professional employees 
of public schools. 

Last Action: 2-13-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Public Education 

 

HB 61   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to 
consideration under the 
public school 
accountability system 
of performance on 
assessment 
instruments by certain 
students formerly 
receiving special 
education services. 

Last Action: 2-13-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Public Education 

 

HB 64   Dutton, Harold(D)  Relating to abolishing 
the death penalty. 

Companions: HB 
1537  

Farrar, 
Jessica(D) (Identical) 

  2- 3-17 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-13-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Criminal Jurisprudence 

 

HB 68   Simmons, Ron(R)  Relating to eligibility 
for a public education 
grant of certain 
students receiving 
special education 
services. 

Last Action: 2-13-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Public Education 

 

HB 69   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to a 
requirement that 
school districts and 
open-enrollment 
charter schools report 
certain information 
regarding children with 



disabilities who reside 
in residential facilities. 

Last Action: 2-13-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Public Education 

 

HB 78   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to credits to 
certain accounts of the 
Parks and Wildlife 
Department resulting 
from the allocation of 
the proceeds from 
taxes imposed on the 
sale, storage, or use of 
sporting goods. 

Last Action: 2-13-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Appropriations 

 

HB 79   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to the use of 
alternative assessment 
instruments for 
students in a special 
education program of a 
public school district. 

Last Action: 2-13-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Public Education 

 

HB 83   Flynn, Dan(R)  Relating to a fee waiver 
for a combination 
resident hunting and 
fishing license for 
certain military 
personnel. 

Companions: 
HB 118  Flynn, Dan(R) 

(Refiled 
from 
84R 
Session) 

 

Last Action: 2-13-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Culture, Recreation 
and Tourism 

 

HB 102   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to exemptions 
from ad valorem taxes, 
the sales and use tax, 
and the franchise tax 
for certain businesses 
during an initial period 
of operation in this 
state. 

Last Action: 2-13-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 



House Ways and Means 

 

HB 145   Dutton, Harold(D)  Relating to public 
school students 
evaluated for purposes 
of accountability 
ratings in certain 
school districts. 

Last Action: 2-13-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Public Education 

 

HB 173   Lucio III, Eddie(D)  Relating to the 
licensing and regulation 
of certain rainwater 
harvesting. 

Last Action: 2-14-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Natural Resources 

 

HB 191   Bernal, Diego(D)  Relating to the notice 
given by a property 
owner prohibiting a 
handgun license holder 
from carrying a 
handgun on certain 
property. 

Last Action: 2-14-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Homeland Security and 
Public Safety 

 

HB 203   Gonzalez, Mary(D)  Relating to a waiver of 
certain state park fees 
for United States 
veterans. 

Last Action: 2-13-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Culture, Recreation 
and Tourism 

 

HB 231   Rodriguez, Eddie(D)  Relating to the 
eligibility of land for 
appraisal for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
as qualified open-space 
land. 

Last Action: 2-21-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Agriculture and 
Livestock 

 

HB 286   Rinaldi, Matt(R)  Relating to the repeal 
of provisions requiring 
school districts to 
reduce their wealth per 



student to the 
equalized wealth level. 

Last Action: 2-13-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Public Education 

 

HB 292   Munoz, Sergio(D)  Relating to the 
expansion of eligibility 
for Medicaid in certain 
counties under the 
federal Patient 
Protection and 
Affordable Care Act. 

Last Action: 2-13-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Appropriations 

 

HB 301   Larson, Lyle(R)  Relating to the 
authority of an 
appraisal district to 
increase the appraised 
value of property for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
in the tax year 
following a year in 
which the appraised 
value of the property is 
lowered as a result of 
an. 

Last Action: 2-15-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Ways and Means 

 

HB 328   Workman, Paul(R)  Relating to state and 
federal laws regarding 
immigrants or 
immigration, including 
the enforcement of 
those laws by certain 
governmental entities 
and the use of consular 
identity documents for 
certain purposes. 

Last Action: 2-15-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House State Affairs 

 

HB 338   Burrows, Dustin(R)  Relating to acreage 
contracts and quantity 
contracts for the 
purchase of agricultural 
products. 

Last Action: 2-16-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Agriculture and 



Livestock 

 

HB 375   Stickland, Jonathan(R)  Relating to providing 
for the carrying of 
handguns without a 
license and to related 
offenses and penalties. 

Last Action: 2-16-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Homeland Security and 
Public Safety 

 

HB 399   Allen, Alma(D)  Relating to the salary 
paid to classroom 
teachers employed by 
public schools. 

Companions: HB 
1383  

Minjarez, Ina 
(F)(D) 

(Refiled 
from 84R 
Session) 

SB 
1303  

Menendez, 
Jose (F)(D) 

(Refiled 
from 84R 
Session) 

SB 
216  

Menendez, 
Jose(D) (Identical) 

  
1-25-17 S Introduced 
and referred to 
committee on Senate 
Education 

 

Last Action: 2-16-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Public Education 

 

HB 417   White, James(R)  Relating to the repeal 
of the Texas Success 
Initiative. 

Last Action: 2-16-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Public Education 

 

HB 424   Huberty, Dan(R)  Relating to municipal 
annexation. 

Last Action: 2-20-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Land and Resource 
Management 

 

HB 448   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to the transfer 
of certain revenue into 
the state parks 
account. 

Last Action: 2-16-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Culture, Recreation 
and Tourism 



 

HB 449   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to the 
applicability of 
competitive bidding 
requirements to leases 
of radio towers and the 
land under radio towers 
procured by the Parks 
and Wildlife 
Department. 

Last Action: 2-16-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Culture, Recreation 
and Tourism 

 

HB 465   Anchia, Rafael(D)  Relating to the 
prosecution of certain 
offenses involving the 
carrying of weapons at 
amusement parks or 
locations associated 
with schools or 
educational 
institutions. 

Last Action: 2-16-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Homeland Security and 
Public Safety 

 

HB 467   Murphy, Jim(R)  Relating to the 
guarantee of charter 
district bonds by the 
permanent school fund. 

Last Action: 2-16-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Public Education 

 

HB 485   Fallon, Pat(R)  Relating to an 
exemption from the 
sales tax for firearms 
and hunting supplies 
for a limited period. 

Companions: SB 
133  

Creighton, 
Brandon(R) (Identical) 

  
1-25-17 S Introduced 
and referred to 
committee on Senate 
Finance 

 

Last Action: 2-16-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Ways and Means 

 

HB 487   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to a 
landowner's liability for 
injuries incurred during 
certain recreational 



activities. 

Companions: SB 
658  

Perry, 
Charles(R) (Identical) 

  
2-27-17 S Meeting set 
for 9:00 A.M., Senate 
Chamber, Senate State 
Affairs 

 

Last Action: 2-16-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Judiciary and Civil 
Jurisprudence 

 

HB 507   Israel, Celia(D)  Relating to the 
expansion of eligibility 
for medical assistance 
to certain persons 
under the federal 
Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act. 

Last Action: 2-20-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Public Health 

 

HB 513   Davis, Sarah(R)  Relating to the 
reappraisal for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
of property damaged in 
a disaster. 

Companions: SB 
717  

Taylor, 
Van(R) (Identical) 

  
2-21-17 S Introduced 
and referred to 
committee on Senate 
Finance 

 

Last Action: 2-16-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Ways and Means 

 

HB 605   Workman, Paul(R)  Relating to the 
consideration by the 
Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality 
of the economic impact 
of an appropriation of 
state water in 
determining whether to 
grant an application for 
the appropriation. 

Companions: 
HB 
2308  

Keffer, 
Jim(R) 

(Refiled 
from 
84R 
Session) 

 



Last Action: 2-22-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Natural Resources 

 

HB 606   Springer, Drew(R)  Relating to the liability 
of a person who allows 
handguns to be carried 
on property owned, 
controlled, or managed 
by the person. 

Last Action: 2-22-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Judiciary and Civil 
Jurisprudence 

 

HB 614   Leach, Jeff(R)  Relating to the 
procedure for action by 
the Texas Commission 
on Environmental 
Quality on an 
application for a water 
right. 

Last Action: 2-22-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Natural Resources 

 

HB 643   Phillips, Larry(R)  Relating to the 
eligibility of land for 
appraisal for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
as qualified open-space 
land on the basis of its 
use for wildlife 
management. 

Companions: 
HB 
1932  

Burns, 
DeWayne 
(F)(R) 

(Refiled 
from 
84R 
Session) 

 

Last Action: 2-22-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Ways and Means 

 

HB 755   Parker, Tan(R)  Relating to the use by 
certain tax-exempt 
organizations of certain 
payments made in 
connection with real 
property transfers to 
provide educational 
activities through 
certain schools. 

Last Action: 2-20-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Ways and Means 



 

HB 773   Johnson, Eric(D)  Relating to information 
on projected changes 
in weather, water 
availability, and climate 
variability in strategic 
plans of certain state 
agencies. 

Last Action: 1- 2-17 H Filed 

 

HB 777   Ashby, Trenton(R)  Relating to the 
eligibility of land owned 
by certain members of 
the armed services of 
the United States for 
appraisal for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
as qualified open-space 
land. 

Companions: HB 
591  

Ashby, 
Trenton(R) 

(Refiled 
from 84R 
Session) 

SB 
175  

Nichols, 
Robert(R) (Identical) 

  
1-25-17 S Introduced 
and referred to 
committee on Senate 
Finance 

 

Last Action: 2-20-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Ways and Means 

 

HB 781   Shaheen, Matt(R)  Relating to the 
issuance of a handgun 
license. 

Last Action: 2-20-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Homeland Security and 
Public Safety 

 

HB 782   Shaheen, Matt(R)  Relating to the 
handgun proficiency 
required to obtain or 
renew a license to 
carry a handgun. 

Companions: HB 
372  

Springer, 
Drew(R) (Identical) 

  

2-16-17 H Introduced 
and referred to 
committee on House 
Homeland Security and 
Public Safety 

 

Last Action: 2-20-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Homeland Security and 



Public Safety 

 

HB 804   Dale, Tony(R)  Relating to the duty of 
a property owner to 
send a lessee of the 
property who is 
required to pay the ad 
valorem taxes on the 
property a copy of any 
notice of appraised 
value received by the 
property owner. 

Last Action: 2-21-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Ways and Means 

 

HB 807   Dale, Tony(R)  Relating to fee waivers 
for certain hunting and 
fishing licenses for 
game wardens. 

Last Action: 2-21-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Culture, Recreation 
and Tourism 

 

HB 845   Lozano, Jose(R)  Relating to the 
authority of the 
governing body of a 
taxing unit to exempt 
from ad valorem 
taxation mineral 
interests owned by 
nonprofit corporations 
organized for the 
exclusive purpose of 
generating income. 

Last Action: 2-21-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Ways and Means 

 

HB 855   Capriglione, Giovanni(R)  Relating to the 
investment of a portion 
of the economic 
stabilization fund 
balance. 

Last Action: 2-23-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Appropriations 

 

HB 904   Nevarez, Poncho(D)  Relating to the 
classification of exotic 
and nongame animals. 

Last Action: 2-21-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Culture, Recreation 



and Tourism 

 

HB 927   White, James(R)  Relating to the 
regulation of firearms, 
air guns, knives, 
ammunition, and 
firearm and air gun 
supplies. 

Last Action: 2-21-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Homeland Security and 
Public Safety 

 

HB 934   Zerwas, John(R)  Relating to ad valorem 
taxation. 

Last Action: 2-21-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Ways and Means 

 

HB 946   Paul, Dennis(R)  Relating to vehicles 
exempt from vehicle 
safety inspections. 

Companions: SB 
1001  

Taylor, 
Larry(R) (Identical) 

  2-21-17 S Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-21-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Transportation 

 

HB 950   Rodriguez, Justin(D)  Relating to the 
qualification of land for 
appraisal for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
as qualified open-space 
land. 

Companions: SB 
330  

Rodriguez, 
Jose(D) (Identical) 

  
1-30-17 S Introduced 
and referred to 
committee on Senate 
Finance 

 

Last Action: 1-11-17 H Filed 

 

HB 957   Anderson, Doc(R)  Relating to restricting 
the sale of state-owned 
longhorn cattle in Big 
Bend Ranch State Park. 

Last Action: 1-11-17 H Filed 

 

HB 1050   Swanson, Valoree (F)(R)  Relating to the 
abolition of ad valorem 
taxes. 



Last Action: 1-17-17 H Filed 

 

HB 1052   Schubert, Leighton(R)  Relating to the repeal 
of the franchise tax. 

Companions: HB 
1196  

Button, 
Angie(R) (Identical) 

  
2-21-17 H Introduced 
and referred to 
committee on House 
Ways and Means 

SB 
178  

Estes, 
Craig(R) (Identical) 

  
1-25-17 S Introduced 
and referred to 
committee on Senate 
Finance 

 

Last Action: 2-21-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Ways and Means 

 

HB 1056   Munoz, Sergio(D)  Relating to the powers 
and duties of certain 
water districts, 
including the power of 
eminent domain. 

Last Action: 2-21-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Special Purpose 
Districts 

 

HB 1100   Canales, Terry(D)  Relating to the 
issuance of a permit to 
host a charity hunt 
outside the regular 
hunting season. 

Last Action: 2-21-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Culture, Recreation 
and Tourism 

 

HB 1211   Phillips, Larry(R)  Relating to the 
additional tax imposed 
on land appraised for 
ad valorem tax 
purposes as qualified 
open-space land if a 
change in use of the 
land occurs. 

Last Action: 2-22-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Ways and Means 

 

HB 1248   Lucio III, Eddie(D)  Relating to alternative 
resolution procedures 
for ad valorem tax 



suits brought under 
Chapter 42 of the 
Texas Property Tax 
Code for purposes of 
enhancing the public 
policy. 

Last Action: 2-22-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
House Ways and Means 

 

HB 1351   Wray, John(R)  Relating to the 
prohibition of local 
motor fuel taxes on 
compressed natural 
gas and liquefied 
natural gas. 

Last Action: 1-30-17 H Filed 

 

HB 1454   Rinaldi, Matt(R)  Relating to the 
information required to 
be provided in or with 
a school district ad 
valorem tax bill. 

Last Action: 2- 1-17 H Filed 

 

HB 1471   Murr, Andrew(R)  Relating to the 
eligibility of land for 
appraisal for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
as qualified open-space 
land on the basis of its 
use for wildlife 
management. 

Last Action: 2- 1-17 H Filed 

 

HB 1567   Metcalf, Will(R)  Relating to a fee waiver 
for a combination 
resident hunting and 
fishing license for 
certain military 
personnel. 

Last Action: 2- 6-17 H Filed 

 

HB 1603   Price, Four(R)  Relating to certain 
powers and duties of 
the Palo Duro River 
Authority of Texas. 

Last Action: 2- 7-17 H Filed 

 

HB 1662   Phelan, Dade(R)  Relating to the repeal 
of the additional ad 
valorem taxes imposed 
as a result of certain 
changes in the use of 
agricultural land, open-
space land, and timber 



land. 

Last Action: 2- 8-17 H Filed 

 

HB 1724   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to the 
establishment of the 
commercial license 
buyback account 
managed by the Parks 
and Wildlife 
Department. 

Last Action: 2- 9-17 H Filed 

 

HB 1784   Faircloth, Wayne(R)  Relating to the period 
during which an action 
alleging a violation of 
the open meetings law 
may be brought. 

Last Action: 2-13-17 H Filed 

 

HB 1819   Springer, Drew(R)  Relating to the criminal 
consequences of 
engaging in certain 
conduct with respect to 
a firearm silencer. 

Companions: SB 
842  

Perry, 
Charles(R) (Identical) 

  2-13-17 S Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-13-17 H Filed 

 

HB 1837   Springer, Drew(R)  Relating to the 
authority of counties to 
require a person to 
notify a local 
governmental entity 
before starting an 
outdoor fire. 

Last Action: 2-14-17 H Filed 

 

HB 1891   Nevarez, Poncho(D)  Relating to a 
documented member 
of the Kickapoo 
Traditional Tribe of 
Texas hunting certain 
deer. 

Companions: SB 
880  

Uresti, 
Carlos(D) (Identical) 

  2-14-17 S Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-14-17 H Filed 

 

HB 2004   Anderson, Doc(R)  Relating to the Texas 
economic development 
fund for the 
Department of 



Agriculture. 

Last Action: 2-16-17 H Filed 

 

HB 2013   Ashby, Trenton(R)  Relating to fee waivers 
for certain hunting and 
fishing licenses for 
volunteer firefighters. 

Last Action: 2-16-17 H Filed 

 

HB 2066   Phillips, Larry(R)  Relating to the 
requirements for 
certain applicants to 
obtain an original, 
duplicate, modified, or 
renewed license to 
carry a handgun. 

Last Action: 2-17-17 H Filed 

 

HB 2083   Shaheen, Matt(R)  Relating to expedited 
processing of certain 
applications for a 
license to carry a 
handgun. 

Last Action: 2-17-17 H Filed 

 

HB 2090   VanDeaver, Gary(R)  Relating to 
compensation for 
heritage property 
acquired through 
eminent domain. 

Last Action: 2-20-17 H Filed 

 

HB 2104   Bell, Cecil(R)  Relating to the filing of 
a bond by a private 
high-speed rail 
operator with the 
Texas Department of 
Transportation. 

Companions: SB 
978  

Schwertner, 
Charles(R) (Identical) 

  2-21-17 S Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-20-17 H Filed 

 

HB 2160   Wray, John(R)  Relating to the 
assessment of 
damages for certain 
condemnations by a 
high-speed rail 
company. 

Last Action: 2-21-17 H Filed 

 

HB 2161   Wray, John(R)  Relating to clarification 
of the law regarding 
the authority of a high-



speed rail company to 
exercise the power of 
eminent domain. 

Last Action: 2-21-17 H Filed 

 

HB 2162   Wray, John(R)  Relating to the 
compatibility of a high-
speed rail facility with 
multiple types of train 
technology. 

Companions: SB 
981  

Kolkhorst, 
Lois(R) (Identical) 

  2-21-17 S Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-21-17 H Filed 

 

HB 2163   Wray, John(R)  Relating to the 
elevation of high-speed 
rail tracks in certain 
counties. 

Last Action: 2-21-17 H Filed 

 

HB 2164   Wray, John(R)  Relating to the use of 
private activity bonds 
to finance high-speed 
rail service. 

Last Action: 2-21-17 H Filed 

 

HB 2165   Wray, John(R)  Relating to entry onto 
property to survey for 
a high-speed rail 
facility. 

Last Action: 2-21-17 H Filed 

 

HB 2167   Schubert, Leighton(R)  Relating to state 
money or credit or a 
state guarantee used 
or provided for high-
speed rail owned by a 
private entity. 

Companions: SB 
980  

Schwertner, 
Charles(R) (Identical) 

  2-21-17 S Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-21-17 H Filed 

 

HB 2168   Schubert, Leighton(R)  Relating to 
authorization to enter 
onto property to survey 
for a proposed high-
speed rail facility. 

Companions: SB 
973  

Creighton, 
Brandon(R) (Identical) 

  2-21-17 S Filed 
 



Last Action: 2-21-17 H Filed 

 

HB 2169   Schubert, Leighton(R)  Relating to the security 
of high-speed rail 
operated by a private 
entity. 

Companions: SB 
975  

Birdwell, 
Brian(R) (Identical) 

  2-21-17 S Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-21-17 H Filed 

 

HB 2172   Ashby, Trenton(R)  Relating to the use of 
state money for high-
speed rail operated by 
a private entity. 

Companions: SB 
977  

Schwertner, 
Charles(R) (Identical) 

  2-21-17 S Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-21-17 H Filed 

 

HB 2173   Ashby, Trenton(R)  Relating to a report by 
the Texas Department 
of Transportation and 
the Legislative Budget 
Board on high-speed 
rail projects. 

Companions: SB 
982  

Perry, 
Charles(R) (Identical) 

  2-21-17 S Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-21-17 H Filed 

 

HB 2179   Cook, Byron(R)  Relating to the 
acquisition and 
disposition of real 
property intended for 
high-speed rail 
projects. 

Companions: SB 
979  

Schwertner, 
Charles(R) (Identical) 

  2-21-17 S Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-21-17 H Filed 

 

HB 2181   Cook, Byron(R)  Relating to option 
contracts to acquire 
real property for high-
speed rail projects. 

Companions: SB 
974  

Creighton, 
Brandon(R) (Identical) 

  2-21-17 S Filed 
 



Last Action: 2-21-17 H Filed 

 

HB 2314   Murphy, Jim(R)  Relating to liability for 
interest if land 
appraised for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
as agricultural or open-
space land is sold or 
diverted to a different 
use. 

Companions: SB 
629  

Schwertner, 
Charles(R) (Identical) 

  
2-13-17 S Introduced 
and referred to 
committee on Senate 
Finance 

 

Last Action: 2-23-17 H Filed 

 

HCR 31   Springer, Drew(R)  Urging Congress to 
encourage the U.S. 
Department of 
Agriculture to revise 
existing policies that 
promote the waste of 
water after an irrigated 
crop has been declared 
a failure. 

Last Action: 2-15-17 H Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Select on State/Federal Power 
Responsibility 

 

HCR 46   Geren, Charlie(R) 
Whitmire, John(D) 

Inviting the Governor 
of Texas to address a 
joint session of the 
legislature on Tuesday, 
January 31, 2017 at 
11:00 a.m. 

Last Action: 1-31-17 G Filed with the 
Secretary of State 

 

HJR 16   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment relating to 
the appropriation of the 
net revenue received 
from the imposition of 
the state sales and use 
tax on sporting goods. 

Companions: SJR 
20  

Estes, 
Craig(R) (Identical) 

  
1-30-17 S Introduced 
and referred to 
committee on Senate 
Finance 

 



Last Action: 11-14-16 H Filed 

 

HJR 24   Raymond, Richard(D)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment prohibiting 
the authorization or 
funding of an 
elementary or 
secondary education 
voucher program. 

Companions: 
HJR 
82  

Raymond, 
Richard(D) 

(Refiled 
from 
84R 
Session) 

 

Last Action: 11-14-16 H Filed 

 

HJR 27   Howard, Donna(D)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment requiring 
the state to pay at 
least 50 percent of the 
cost of maintaining and 
operating the public 
school system and 
prohibiting the 
comptroller from 
certifying certain 
legislation. 

Companions: 
HJR 
97  

Howard, 
Donna(D) 

(Refiled 
from 
84R 
Session) 

 

Last Action: 11-14-16 H Filed 

 

HJR 40   Schofield, Mike(R)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment concerning 
the right to repurchase 
real property acquired 
by a governmental 
entity through eminent 
domain. 

Last Action: 12- 7-16 H Filed 

 

SB 1   Nelson, Jane(R)  General Appropriations 
Bill. 

Last Action: 1-24-17 S Meeting set for 
9:00 A.M., E1.036, Senate 
Finance 

 

SB 2   Bettencourt, Paul(R)  Relating to ad valorem 
taxation. 

Last Action: 1-24-17 S Introduced and 



referred to committee on 
Senate Finance 

 

SB 3   Taylor, Larry(R)  Relating to the 
establishment of an 
education savings 
account program and a 
tax credit scholarship 
and educational 
expense assistance 
program. 

Last Action: 2- 1-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate Education 

 

SB 4   Perry, Charles(R)  Relating to the 
enforcement by certain 
governmental entities 
of state and federal 
laws governing 
immigration and to the 
duties of law 
enforcement agencies 
concerning certain 
arrested persons. 

Companions: HB 
611  

Leach, 
Jeff(R) (Identical) 

  
2-22-17 H Introduced 
and referred to 
committee on House 
State Affairs 

HB 
754  

Fallon, Pat(R) (Identical) 
  12-27-16 H Filed 
HB 
889  

Geren, 
Charlie(R) (Identical) 

  
2-23-17 H Introduced 
and referred to 
committee on House 
State Affairs 

HB 
1308  

Holland, 
Justin (F)(R) (Identical) 

  1-26-17 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 2- 9-17 H Received in the 
House 

 

SB 11   Schwertner, Charles(R)  Relating to the 
administration of 
services provided by 
the Department of 
Family and Protective 
Service, including 
foster care, child 
protective, and prevent 
and early intervention 
services. 



Companions: HB 
914  

Thompson, 
Senfronia(D) (Identical) 

  
2-21-17 H Introduced 
and referred to 
committee on House 
Human Services 

 

Last Action: 2-22-17 S Reported from 
committee as substituted 
Senate Health and Human 
Services 

 

SB 13   Huffman, Joan(R)  Relating to payroll 
deductions for state 
and local government 
employee 
organizations. 

Companions: HB 
510  

Davis, 
Sarah(R) (Identical) 

  
2-22-17 H Introduced 
and referred to 
committee on House 
State Affairs 

 

Last Action: 2-21-17 S Reported from 
committee as substituted 
Senate State Affairs 

 

SB 14   Taylor, Van(R)  Relating to the ethics 
of public officers and 
related requirements; 
creating criminal 
offenses. 

Companions: HB 
1283  

Geren, 
Charlie(R) (Identical) 

  1-25-17 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 2- 8-17 H Received in the 
House 

 

SB 17   Nelson, Jane(R)  Relating to the 
decrease of the rates of 
the franchise tax under 
certain circumstances 
and the expiration of 
that tax. 

Last Action: 2-28-17 S Meeting set for 
9:00 A.M., E1.036, Senate 
Finance 

 

SB 21   Birdwell, Brian(R)  Relating to the 
qualifications, duties, 
and limitations of 
Texas delegates to a 
convention called under 
Article V of the United 



States Constitution. 

Companions: HB 
506  

King, Phil(R) (Identical) 

  

2-16-17 H Introduced 
and referred to 
committee on Select on 
State/Federal Power 
Responsibility 

 

Last Action: 2-27-17 S First placement on 
Senate Intent Calendar for 

 

SB 60   Zaffirini, Judith(D)  Relating to the 
preference given by 
state and local 
governmental entities, 
including public 
institutions of higher 
education, to 
agricultural products 
produced, processed, 
or grown in this state. 

Last Action: 1-24-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate Agriculture, Water, 
and Rural Affairs 

 

SB 93   Hall, Bob(R)  Relating to prohibiting 
public funds from being 
used to enforce certain 
federal or international 
laws regulating 
firearms, firearm 
accessories, and 
firearm ammunition 
within the State of 
Texas. 

Last Action: 1-24-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate State Affairs 

 

SB 137   Taylor, Van(R)  Relating to lobbying 
activities engaged in by 
state employees. 

Companions: HB 
1722  

Leach, 
Jeff(R) (Identical) 

  2- 9-17 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 1-25-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate State Affairs 

 

SB 168   Rodriguez, Jose(D)  Relating to the 
operations of the 
Department of Public 
Safety, Parks and 



Wildlife Department, 
and state military 
forces in the border 
region. 

Companions: HB 
1546  

Oliveira, 
Rene(D) (Identical) 

  2- 3-17 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 1-25-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate Veteran Affairs and 
Border Security 

 

SB 210   Kolkhorst, Lois(R)  Relating to the required 
repeal or amendment 
of two state agency 
rules before adoption 
of a new state agency 
rule that increases 
costs to regulated 
persons. 

Last Action: 1-25-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate Business and 
Commerce 

 

SB 226   Taylor, Van(R)  Relating to the 
procedure for action on 
certain applications for 
an amendment to a 
water right. 

Last Action: 1-30-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate Agriculture, Water, 
and Rural Affairs 

 

SB 243   Burton, Konni(R)  Relating to the 
authority of a 
commissioners court to 
disapprove of certain 
condemnations. 

Last Action: 1-30-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate State Affairs 

 

SB 263   Perry, Charles(R)  Relating to the 
handgun proficiency 
required to obtain or 
renew a license to 
carry a handgun. 

Companions: HB 
403  

Springer, 
Drew(R) (Identical) 

  
2-16-17 H Introduced 
and referred to 
committee on House 



Homeland Security and 
Public Safety 

 

Last Action: 1-30-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate State Affairs 

 

SB 330   Rodriguez, Jose(D)  Relating to the 
qualification of land for 
appraisal for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
as qualified open-space 
land. 

Companions: HB 
950  

Rodriguez, 
Justin(D) (Identical) 

  1-11-17 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 1-30-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate Finance 

 

SB 379   Perry, Charles(R)  Relating to the penalty 
for noncompliance with 
certain eminent domain 
reporting 
requirements. 

Last Action: 2- 1-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate State Affairs 

 

SB 401   Huffman, Joan(R)  Relating to the seizure 
of property by a peace 
officer. 

Last Action: 2- 1-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate State Affairs 

 

SB 403   Kolkhorst, Lois(R)  Relating to a temporary 
prohibition on 
increasing the market 
value of certain parcels 
of real property for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
following determination 
of a protest or appeal. 

Last Action: 2- 1-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate Finance 

 

SB 449   Burton, Konni(R)  Relating to the carrying 
of a concealed handgun 
on the premises of 
certain businesses. 

Last Action: 2- 6-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 



Senate Business and 
Commerce 

 

SB 459   Huffines, Donald(R)  Relating to the 
regulation or taxation 
of firearms, air guns, 
knives, or ammunition 
by a municipality or 
county. 

Last Action: 2- 6-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate State Affairs 

 

SB 555   Kolkhorst, Lois(R)  Relating to the entry of 
real property under a 
claim of eminent 
domain authority. 

Last Action: 2- 8-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate State Affairs 

 

SB 573   Estes, Craig(R)  Relating to the 
disposition of proceeds 
from the sale of 
freshwater fishing 
stamps issued by the 
Parks and Wildlife 
Department. 

Last Action: 2- 8-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate Agriculture, Water, 
and Rural Affairs 

 

SB 594   Creighton, Brandon(R)  Relating to the 
procedure for the 
approval of rules 
adopted by the 
comptroller relating to 
the appraisal of 
qualified open-space 
land and qualified 
timber land for ad 
valorem tax purposes. 

Companions: HB 
1299  

Springer, 
Drew(R) (Identical) 

  1-26-17 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 2- 8-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate Finance 

 

SB 626   Schwertner, Charles(R)  Relating to the 
acquisition of certain 
real property in 
conjunction with the 
acquisition of real 



property for a public 
use through eminent 
domain procedures. 

Last Action: 2-13-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate State Affairs 

 

SB 627   Schwertner, Charles(R)  Relating to notice of a 
property owner's rights 
relating to the 
examination or survey 
of property by an entity 
with eminent domain 
authority. 

Last Action: 2-13-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate State Affairs 

 

SB 628   Schwertner, Charles(R)  Relating to establishing 
actual progress for the 
purposes of 
determining the right 
to repurchase real 
property from a 
condemning entity. 

Companions: HB 
2076  

Schubert, 
Leighton(R) (Identical) 

  2-17-17 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-13-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate State Affairs 

 

SB 629   Schwertner, Charles(R)  Relating to liability for 
the interest if land 
appraised for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
as agricultural or open-
space land is sold or 
diverted to a different 
use. 

Companions: HB 
2314  

Murphy, 
Jim(R) (Identical) 

  2-23-17 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-13-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate Finance 

 

SB 656   Zaffirini, Judith(D)  Relating to the 
establishment of an 
agriculture and rural 
ombudsman office. 

Last Action: 2-14-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 



Senate Agriculture, Water, 
and Rural Affairs 

 

SB 684   Seliger, Kel(R)  Relating to the local 
regulation of the 
operation of utility 
vehicles, all-terrain 
vehicles, and 
recreational off-
highway vehicles on 
public roadways. 

Last Action: 2-15-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate Transportation 

 

SB 696   Perry, Charles(R)  Relating to a 
requirement that the 
Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality 
obtain or develop 
updated water 
availability models for 
certain river basins. 

Last Action: 2-15-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate Agriculture, Water, 
and Rural Affairs 

 

SB 720   Perry, Charles(R)  Relating to rules 
regarding the carcasses 
of certain birds or 
animals. 

Last Action: 2-21-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate Agriculture, Water, 
and Rural Affairs 

 

SB 721   Perry, Charles(R)  Relating to treatment 
and care provided by 
licensed medical 
professionals to 
animals in certain 
facilities. 

Companions: HB 
1375  

Davis, 
Sarah(R) (Identical) 

  1-31-17 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-21-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate Agriculture, Water, 
and Rural Affairs 

 

SB 722   Perry, Charles(R)  Relating to a fee for 
participation in the 
Managed Lands Deer 
Program of the Parks 



and Wildlife 
Department. 

Last Action: 2-21-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate Agriculture, Water, 
and Rural Affairs 

 

SB 740   Kolkhorst, Lois(R)  Relating to the 
acquisition of property 
by an entity with 
eminent domain 
authority. 

Last Action: 2-21-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate State Affairs 

 

SB 741   Kolkhorst, Lois(R)  Relating to 
compensation to a 
property owner for 
property acquired by 
an entity with eminent 
domain authority. 

Last Action: 2-21-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate State Affairs 

 

SB 742   Kolkhorst, Lois(R)  Relating to 
requirements for a 
bona fide offer for the 
acquisition of property 
by an entity with 
eminent domain 
authority. 

Last Action: 2-21-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate State Affairs 

 

SB 786   Nichols, Robert(R)  Relating to prohibiting 
the use of eminent 
domain to take private 
property for 
recreational purposes. 

Companions: 
SB 
178  

Nichols, 
Robert(R) 

(Refiled 
from 
84R 
Session) 

 

Last Action: 2-22-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate State Affairs 

 

SB 822   Estes, Craig(R)  Relating to the transfer 
of certain property 
from the University of 
Texas System to the 
Parks and Wildlife 



Department. 

Last Action: 2-10-17 S Filed 

 

SB 842   Perry, Charles(R)  Relating to the criminal 
consequences of 
engaging in certain 
conduct with respect to 
a firearm silencer. 

Companions: HB 
1819  

Springer, 
Drew(R) (Identical) 

  2-13-17 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-13-17 S Filed 

 

SB 880   Uresti, Carlos(D)  Relating to a 
documented member 
of the Kickapoo 
Traditional Tribe of 
Texas hunting certain 
deer. 

Companions: HB 
1891  

Nevarez, 
Poncho(D) (Identical) 

  2-14-17 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-14-17 S Filed 

 

SB 960   Nichols, Robert(R)  Relating to the 
regulation of prescribed 
burning by the Texas 
Commission on 
Environmental Quality. 

Companions: HB 
1672  

Ashby, 
Trenton(R) (Identical) 

  2- 8-17 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-17-17 S Filed 

 

SB 973   Creighton, Brandon(R)  Relating to 
authorization to enter 
onto property to survey 
for a proposed high-
speed rail facility. 

Companions: HB 
2168  

Schubert, 
Leighton(R) (Identical) 

  2-21-17 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-21-17 S Filed 

 

SB 974   Creighton, Brandon(R)  Relating to option 
contracts to acquire 
real property for high-
speed rail projects. 

Companions: HB 
2181  

Cook, 
Byron(R) (Identical) 



  2-21-17 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-21-17 S Filed 

 

SB 975   Birdwell, Brian(R)  Relating to the security 
of high-speed rail 
operated by a private 
entity. 

Companions: HB 
2169  

Schubert, 
Leighton(R) (Identical) 

  2-21-17 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-21-17 S Filed 

 

SB 977   Schwertner, Charles(R)  Relating to the use of 
state money for high-
speed rail operated by 
a private entity. 

Companions: HB 
2172  

Ashby, 
Trenton(R) (Identical) 

  2-21-17 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-21-17 S Filed 

 

SB 978   Schwertner, Charles(R)  Relating to the filing of 
a bond by a private 
high-speed rail 
operator with the 
Texas Department of 
Transportation. 

Companions: HB 
2104  

Bell, 
Cecil(R) (Identical) 

  2-20-17 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-21-17 S Filed 

 

SB 979   Schwertner, Charles(R)  Relating to the 
acquisition and 
disposition of real 
property intended for 
high-speed rail 
projects. 

Companions: HB 
2179  

Cook, 
Byron(R) (Identical) 

  2-21-17 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-21-17 S Filed 

 

SB 980   Schwertner, Charles(R)  Relating to state 
money or credit or a 
state guarantee used 
or provided for high-
speed rail owned by a 
private entity. 



Companions: HB 
2167  

Schubert, 
Leighton(R) (Identical) 

  2-21-17 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-21-17 S Filed 

 

SB 981   Kolkhorst, Lois(R)  Relating to the 
compatibility of a high-
speed rail facility with 
multiple types of train 
technology. 

Companions: HB 
2162  

Wray, 
John(R) (Identical) 

  2-21-17 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-21-17 S Filed 

 

SB 982   Perry, Charles(R)  Relating to a report by 
the Texas Department 
of Transportation and 
the Legislative Budget 
Board on high-speed 
rail projects. 

Companions: HB 
2173  

Ashby, 
Trenton(R) (Identical) 

  2-21-17 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 2-21-17 S Filed 

 

SB 1008   Seliger, Kel(R)  Relating to funding for 
the economic 
stabilization fund, 
including the rates of 
severence taxes on oil 
and gas production. 

Last Action: 2-22-17 S Filed 

 

SB 1009   Perry, Charles(R)  Relating to 
administrative 
completeness 
requirements for 
permit and permit 
amendment 
applications for 
groundwater 
conservation districts. 

Last Action: 2-22-17 S Filed 

 

SJR 19   Nichols, Robert(R)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment to 
authorize the 
legislature to limit the 
maximum appraised 
value of a residence 
homestead for ad 



valorem tax purposes 
to 105 percent or less 
of the appraised value 
of the property. 

Companions: 
SJR 
14  

Nichols, 
Robert(R) 

(Refiled 
from 
84R 
Session) 

 

Last Action: 1-30-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate Finance 

 

SJR 20   Estes, Craig(R)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment relating to 
the appropriation of the 
net revenue received 
from the imposition of 
the state sales and use 
tax on sporting goods. 

Companions: HJR 
16  

Guillen, 
Ryan(D) (Identical) 

  11-14-16 H Filed 
 

Last Action: 1-30-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate Finance 

 

SJR 26   Perry, Charles(R)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment limiting 
appropriations from the 
economic stabilization 
fund to prevent the 
fund balance from 
falling below a 
prescribed minimum 
amount, other than in 
an emergency. 

Last Action: 1-30-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate Finance 

 

SJR 30   Huffines, Donald(R)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment prohibiting 
this state or a political 
subdivision of this state 
from adopting or 
enforcing a law, 
ordinance, order, or 
other regulation 
requiring the 
registration of a 
firearm. 



Last Action: 1-30-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate State Affairs 

 

SJR 36   Perry, Charles(R)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment prohibiting 
a tax on the sale or 
purchase of water at 
wholesale. 

Last Action: 2-15-17 S Introduced and 
referred to committee on 
Senate Agriculture, Water, 
and Rural Affairs 

 

SJR 41   Seliger, Kel(R)  Constitutional 
amendment to provide 
for foregoing the 
transfer of oil and gas 
production tax revenue 
to the economic 
stabilization fund if the 
ending fund balance for 
the preceding fiscal 
year is greater than $5 
billion. 

Last Action: 2-22-17 S Filed 

   All     Track    
Total Bills: 155   155   
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