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industry news
House Bill 904
Rep. Nevarez out of Eagle Pass has �led House Bill 904, relating to the classi�cation of exotic and nongame animals. �is bill 
would require the state to consider elk as a “wildlife” species, instead of their current agriculture designation. �is chance would 
drastically alter the dynamic of how the state’s robust elk population has been treated for years.
TDA is OPPOSED to this bill. We believe elk should remain to be designated as an agriculture species, falling within the oversight 
of the Texas Animal health Commission.

House Bill 946
Rep. Paul out of Houston has �led House Bill 946, relating to vehicles exempt from vehicle safety inspections. �is bill would raise 
the mandatory inspection weight from 4,500 lbs. to 7,500 lbs. �erefore, a trailer, semitrailer, pole trailer, or mobile home of less 
than 7,500 pounds would be exempt from state inspection. 

House Bill 1100
Rep. Canales out of Edinburg has �led House Bill 1100, relating to the issuance of a permit to host a charity hunt outside the 
regular hunting season. �is bill would allow landowners to apply for a permit to host a charitable hunt within two weeks of the 
regular hunting season. Any proceeds received by the landowner would be donated to a charitable nonpro�t organization.
TDA will monitor this bill.

Senate Bill 626
Senator Schwertner out of Georgetown �led Senate Bill 626 this week, relating to the acquisition of certain real property in 
conjunction with the acquisition of real property for a public use through eminent domain procedures. �is bill would require the 
condemning entity to make two separate o�ers to the property landowner. One for the portion private property needed for the 
desired project. Secondly, a separate o�er for the property not subject to condemnation by the entity.
TDA will monitor this bill.

Senate Bill 627
Senator Schwertner also �led Senate Bill 627, relating to notice of a property owner's rights relating to the examination or survey 
of property by an entity with eminent domain authority. �is bill strengthens landowner’s rights by giving them the right to refuse 
grant permission, allow the landowners to negotiate terms and makes the entity responsible for any damages arising during an 
examination or survey of private property. 
TDA will monitor this bill.

Senate Bill 722
Senator Perry has �led Senate Bill 722, relating to a fee for participation in the Managed Lands Deer Program of the Parks and 
Wildlife Department. �is bill seeks to deposit the participation fee of the Managed Lands Deer Program to the game, �sh, and 
water safety account. Dating back to 1979, the Game, Fish, and Water Safety is used for administration and enforcement of game, 
�sh, and water safety laws, wildlife management, expansion and development, research, boat ramps and other uses provided by 
law. 
TDA will monitor this bill.

Senate Bill 740, 741, 742
Senator Kolkhorst out of Brenham has �led a legislative package that will reform the process by which eminent domain is applied 
to Texas land owners. �is legislation guarantees landowners are given access to all needed information about the attempt to 
condemn their land, and receive the information before any legal process against the landowner can proceed. �e bills ensure 
initial o�ers made to landowners are fair and that they’re treated with respect through the process of condemnation. �e 
Kolkhorst proposal seeks to ensure transparency and a level playing ground for landowners. �is legislative package relates to the 
compensation to a landowner and the requirements for a bona �de o�er for the acquisition of property by an entity with eminent 
domain authority.
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House Committee Appointments of Interest to TDA
Agriculture & Livestock
King of Uvalde, Tracy – Chair
Gonzales of El Paso, Mary – Vice-Chair
Burrows, Dustin
Cyrier, John
Rinaldi, Matt
Stucky, Lynn

Culture, Recreation, and Tourism
Frullo, John – Chair
Faircloth, Wayne – Vice-Chair
Fallon, Pat
Krause, Matt
Bonnen of Brazoria, Dennis
Gervin-Hawkins, Barbara
Martinez, Armando

capitol news
• HIGHLIGHTS FROM GOVERNOR GREG ABBOTTS STATE OF THE STATE ADDRESS
Governor Abbott announced four emergency items during his State of the State address Tuesday. �ey include Child Protective 
Services, banning sanctuary cities, ethics reform, and an Article V Convention of States to amend the U.S. Constitution. Governor 
Abbott also ordered a freeze in state hiring through August, hoping to free up roughly $200 million for the current budget. 
Exceptions to this hiring freeze include positions not funded through funds appropriated by the legislature, and positions that 
have a direct impact on public safety. “�is upcoming biennium will be a time for addressing essential needs and eliminating the 
non-essential wants,” said Governor Abbott. “�at is why my budget proposal ensures that state government lives within its means 
while maintaining funding for important, but limited priorities. Fostering a climate of �scal responsibility, low taxes, reasonable 
regulation, and limited government will enable Texas to remain the envy of the nation and encourage private sector investment, 
expansion, and innovation.”

• CHIEF JUSTICE HECHT STATE OF THE JUDICIARY ADDRESS
In his second State of the Judiciary address, Chief Justice Nathan Hecht urged legislators to consider strengthening courthouse 
security as well as protection from known threats and personal information. Chief Justice Hecht also explored keeping judicial 
salaries competitive and inline with in�ation, bail reform, straight ticket voting, and many other changes to the judiciary system in 
Texas. 
Chief justice Hecht pushes courthouse security, other reforms for Texas judiciary, click here

• SENATOR VAN TAYLOR ETHICS BILL PASSES SENATE UNANIMOUSLY 
Senate Bill 14, the Ethics Reform and Anti-Corruption Act of 2017 passed the Senate unanimously and is headed to the House. 
Major e�ects of this legislation include felon politicians losing their pension and o�ce, disclosure of government contracts, bond 
counsel, and legal referral fees, shining light on lobbyist wining and dining, and establishing a clear line between elected o�cials 
and lobbyists.

• NICHOLS AND ASHBY FILE LEGISLATION FOR SMALL SCHOOL DISTRICTS
Senator Robert Nichols and State Rep. Trent Ashby have �led legislation aimed at addressing the small school adjustment formula 
in our state's school �nance system. Senate Bill 678 and House Bill 1390 will help create a level playing �eld for small districts that 
are expected to provide the same quality education as their larger counterparts. Press Release 

COMMITTEE news
• Senate Finance Committee Meeting: February 9, 2017
On February 9th, the Senate Finance Committee will meet to discuss the appropriated funds of Texas Parks and Wildlife and 
Texas Animal Health Commission for the 2018-19 biennium. 
For the full notice, click here

For a complete list of the recently appointed Senate Committees, click here

http://www.txcourts.gov/supreme/news/chief-justice-hechts-2017-state-of-the-judiciary/
http://www.house.state.tx.us/news/press-releases/?id=6039
http://www.legis.texas.gov/tlodocs/85R/schedules/html/C5402017020909001.HTM
http://www.senate.texas.gov/_assets/pdf/85th_Senate_Committees.pdf
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Natural Resources
Larson, Lyle – Chair
Phelan, Dade – Vice-Chair
King of Uvalde, Tracy
Lucio III, Eddie
Price, Four
Ashby, Tent
Burns, DeWayne
Frank, James
Kacal, Kyle
Nevarez, Poncho
Workman, Paul

Complete List
 Craddick - Dean of the House
Agriculture - Tracy King - Chair
Appropriations - Zerwas - Chair
Business - Oliviera - Chair
Calendar - Hunter - Chair
Corrections - White - Chair
County - Coleman - Chair
Criminal Jurisprudence - Moody - Chair
Cultural - Frullo - Chair
Defense - Gutierrez - Chair
Economic - Button - Chair
Elections - Laubenberg - Chair
Energy - Darby - Chair
Environmental - Pickett - Chair
Investigating - Davis of Harris - Chair
Transparency - Elkins - Chair
Higher Education - Lozano - Chair
Homeland - King of Parker - Chair
House Administration - Geren - Chair
Human Services - Raymond - Chair
Insurance - Phillips - Chair
International - Anchia - Chair
Investments - Parker - Chair
Judiciary - Smithee - Chair
Juvenile - Dutton - Chair
Land - Herrero - Chair
Licensing - Kuempel - Chair
Local - �ompson of Harris - Chair
Natural - Larson - Chair
Pensions - Flynn - Chair
Public Education - Huberty - Chair
Public Health - Price - Chair
Redistricting - Burkett - Chair
Rules - Lucio - Chair
Special Purpose Districts - Murphy - Chair
State A�airs - Cook - Chair
Transportation - Morrison - Chair
Urban - Alvarado - Chair
Ways - Bonnen of Brazoria – Chair

COMMITTEE news continued

legislative activities
TDA Capitol Deer Day – March 14, 2017
Texas Animal Health Commission Meeting – May 9, 2017
 Texas Animal Health Commission Central O�ce
 2105 Kramer Lane
 Austin, TX 78758

Birthdays
2/9      Rep. Button
2/11    Rep. Schaefer
2/13    Sen. Za�rini
2/17    Rep. Dutton
2/18    Rep. Paddie

2/20    Rep. Stucky
2/21    Sen. Buckingham
2/21    Rep. Flynn
2/22    Rep. Darby
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LOCAL, STATE, AND NATIONAL NEWS
• TPWD Unveils Hunting Season Regulation Proposals for 2017-18
- Increasing dove-hunting opportunity by expanding the early September 4-day Special White-winged Dove Area hunting season 
to the entire South Zone boundary.
- Modify the age for the youth-waterfowl participants for 15 to 16 years of age.
- Extend the landowner-managed pronghorn buck experimental permit system for four more years and expand the option into 
three new pronghorn management areas in the northern Panhandle.
- Frameworks for the 2017-18 migratory game bird hunting seasons.

• TPWD Releases Freshwater Fishing Regulation Proposals for 2017-18
-Create a catch-and-release only �shing (no harvest) zone for smallmouth and largemouth bass in the Devil’s River from State 
Highway 163 bridge (Baker’s Crossing) downstream to the con�uence of Big Satan Creek Canyon.
-Prohibit use of juglines, throwlines and trotlines in Kirby Lake (Taylor County).
-Establish a catch-and-release only regulation for largemouth bass and sun�sh on Bedford Boys Ranch Lake (Tarrant County).
-Add Alabama bass (previously considered a subspecies of spotted bass) to the list of game �shes and update bass regulations for 
Alan Henry Reservoir (Garza County), which is the only location in Texas that contains this species.

Houston Chronicle – February 4, 2017
Former President Bush '�red up' for coin toss at Houston's Super Bowl, click here

Texas Tribune – February 1, 2017
In "sanctuary" �ght, Abbott cuts o� funding to Travis County, click here

Texas Tribune – January 31, 2017
Trump picks Gorsuch for U.S. Supreme Court, bypassing Willett, click here

Houston Chronicle – January 21, 2017
Texas Legislature set to tackle outdoors issues, click here

Plainview Daily Herald – January 26, 2017
First case of CWD detected in whitetail deer, click here

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Former-President-Bush-fired-up-for-coin-toss-at-10909057.php
https://www.texastribune.org/2017/02/01/sanctuary-fight-abbott-cuts-funding-travis-county/
https://www.texastribune.org/2017/01/31/trump-picks-name-supreme-court-bypassing-willett/
http://www.chron.com/sports/outdoors/article/Texas-Legislature-set-to-tackle-outdoors-issues-10874365.php
http://www.myplainview.com/news/agriculture/article/First-case-of-CWD-detected-in-whitetail-deer-10886451.php


 
 

 

HB 54   Martinez, Armando(D)  Relating to the salary 
paid to certain 
professional employees 
of public schools. 

 

HB 61   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to 
consideration under the 
public school 
accountability system 
of performance on 
assessment 
instruments by certain 
students formerly 
receiving special 
education services. 

 

HB 64   Dutton, Harold(D)  Relating to abolishing 
the death penalty. 

Companions: HB 
1537  

Farrar, 
Jessica(D) (Identical) 

  2- 3-17 H Filed 
 

 

HB 68   Simmons, Ron(R)  Relating to eligibility 
for a public education 
grant of certain 
students receiving 
special education 
services. 

 

HB 69   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to a 
requirement that 
school districts and 
open-enrollment 
charter schools report 
certain information 
regarding children with 
disabilities who reside 
in residential facilities. 

 

HB 78   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to credits to 
certain accounts of the 
Parks and Wildlife 
Department resulting 
from the allocation of 
the proceeds from 
taxes imposed on the 
sale, storage, or use of 
sporting goods. 

 

HB 79   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to the use of 
alternative assessment 
instruments for 
students in a special 
education program of a 
public school district. 

 

HB 83   Flynn, Dan(R)  Relating to a fee waiver 
for a combination 
resident hunting and 
fishing license for 



certain military 
personnel. 

Companions: 
HB 118  Flynn, Dan(R) 

(Refiled 
from 
84R 
Session) 

 

 

HB 102   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to exemptions 
from ad valorem taxes, 
the sales and use tax, 
and the franchise tax 
for certain businesses 
during an initial period 
of operation in this 
state. 

 

HB 145   Dutton, Harold(D)  Relating to public 
school students 
evaluated for purposes 
of accountability 
ratings in certain 
school districts. 

 

HB 173   Lucio III, Eddie(D)  Relating to the 
licensing and regulation 
of certain rainwater 
harvesting. 

 

HB 191   Bernal, Diego(D)  Relating to the notice 
given by a property 
owner prohibiting a 
handgun license holder 
from carrying a 
handgun on certain 
property. 

 

HB 203   Gonzalez, Mary(D)  Relating to a waiver of 
certain state park fees 
for United States 
veterans. 

 

HB 231   Rodriguez, Eddie(D)  Relating to the 
eligibility of land for 
appraisal for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
as qualified open-space 
land. 

 

HB 286   Rinaldi, Matt(R)  Relating to the repeal 
of provisions requiring 
school districts to 
reduce their wealth per 
student to the 
equalized wealth level. 

Companions: HB 
1319  

Landgraf, 
Brooks(R) (Identical) 

  1-26-17 H Filed 
 

 

HB 292   Munoz, Sergio(D)  Relating to the 
expansion of eligibility 
for Medicaid in certain 
counties under the 



federal Patient 
Protection and 
Affordable Care Act. 

 

HB 301   Larson, Lyle(R)  Relating to the 
authority of an 
appraisal district to 
increase the appraised 
value of property for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
in the tax year 
following a year in 
which the appraised 
value of the property is 
lowered as a result of 
an. 

 

HB 328   Workman, Paul(R)  Relating to state and 
federal laws regarding 
immigrants or 
immigration, including 
the enforcement of 
those laws by certain 
governmental entities 
and the use of consular 
identity documents for 
certain purposes. 

 

HB 338   Burrows, Dustin(R)  Relating to acreage 
contracts and quantity 
contracts for the 
purchase of agricultural 
products. 

 

HB 375   Stickland, Jonathan(R)  Relating to providing 
for the carrying of 
handguns without a 
license and to related 
offenses and penalties. 

 

HB 399   Allen, Alma(D)  Relating to the salary 
paid to classroom 
teachers employed by 
public schools. 

Companions: HB 
1383  

Minjarez, Ina 
(F)(D) 

(Refiled 
from 84R 
Session) 

SB 
1303  

Menendez, 
Jose (F)(D) 

(Refiled 
from 84R 
Session) 

SB 
216  

Menendez, 
Jose(D) (Identical) 

  
1-25-17 S Introduced 
and referred to 
committee on Senate 
Education 

 

 

HB 417   White, James(R)  Relating to the repeal 
of the Texas Success 
Initiative. 

 

HB 424   Huberty, Dan(R)  Relating to municipal 



annexation. 

 

HB 448   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to the transfer 
of certain revenue into 
the state parks 
account. 

 

HB 449   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to the 
applicability of 
competitive bidding 
requirements to leases 
of radio towers and the 
land under radio towers 
procured by the Parks 
and Wildlife 
Department. 

 

HB 465   Anchia, Rafael(D)  Relating to the 
prosecution of certain 
offenses involving the 
carrying of weapons at 
amusement parks or 
locations associated 
with schools or 
educational 
institutions. 

 

HB 467   Murphy, Jim(R)  Relating to the 
guarantee of charter 
district bonds by the 
permanent school fund. 

 

HB 485   Fallon, Pat(R)  Relating to an 
exemption from the 
sales tax for firearms 
and hunting supplies 
for a limited period. 

Companions: SB 
133  

Creighton, 
Brandon(R) (Identical) 

  
1-25-17 S Introduced 
and referred to 
committee on Senate 
Finance 

 

 

HB 487   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to a 
landowner's liability for 
injuries incurred during 
certain recreational 
activities. 

Companions: SB 
658  

Perry, 
Charles(R) (Identical) 

  1-30-17 S Filed 
 

 

HB 507   Israel, Celia(D)  Relating to the 
expansion of eligibility 
for medical assistance 
to certain persons 
under the federal 
Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act. 



 

HB 513   Davis, Sarah(R)  Relating to the 
reappraisal for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
of property damaged in 
a disaster. 

Companions: SB 
717  

Taylor, 
Van(R) (Identical) 

  2- 2-17 S Filed 
 

 

HB 605   Workman, Paul(R)  Relating to the 
consideration by the 
Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality 
of the economic impact 
of an appropriation of 
state water in 
determining whether to 
grant an application for 
the appropriation. 

Companions: 
HB 
2308  

Keffer, 
Jim(R) 

(Refiled 
from 
84R 
Session) 

 

 

HB 606   Springer, Drew(R)  Relating to the liability 
of a person who allows 
handguns to be carried 
on property owned, 
controlled, or managed 
by the person. 

 

HB 614   Leach, Jeff(R)  Relating to the 
procedure for action by 
the Texas Commission 
on Environmental 
Quality on an 
application for a water 
right. 

 

HB 643   Phillips, Larry(R)  Relating to the 
eligibility of land for 
appraisal for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
as qualified open-space 
land on the basis of its 
use for wildlife 
management. 

Companions: 
HB 
1932  

Burns, 
DeWayne 
(F)(R) 

(Refiled 
from 
84R 
Session) 

 

 

HB 755   Parker, Tan(R)  Relating to the use by 
certain tax-exempt 
organizations of certain 
payments made in 
connection with real 
property transfers to 



provide educational 
activities through 
certain schools. 

 

HB 773   Johnson, Eric(D)  Relating to information 
on projected changes 
in weather, water 
availability, and climate 
variability in strategic 
plans of certain state 
agencies. 

 

HB 777   Ashby, Trenton(R)  Relating to the 
eligibility of land owned 
by certain members of 
the armed services of 
the United States for 
appraisal for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
as qualified open-space 
land. 

Companions: HB 
591  

Ashby, 
Trenton(R) 

(Refiled 
from 84R 
Session) 

SB 
175  

Nichols, 
Robert(R) (Identical) 

  
1-25-17 S Introduced 
and referred to 
committee on Senate 
Finance 

 

 

HB 781   Shaheen, Matt(R)  Relating to the 
issuance of a handgun 
license. 

 

HB 782   Shaheen, Matt(R)  Relating to the 
handgun proficiency 
required to obtain or 
renew a license to 
carry a handgun. 

Companions: HB 
372  

Springer, 
Drew(R) (Identical) 

  11-15-16 H Filed 
 

 

HB 804   Dale, Tony(R)  Relating to the duty of 
a property owner to 
send a lessee of the 
property who is 
required to pay the ad 
valorem taxes on the 
property a copy of any 
notice of appraised 
value received by the 
property owner. 

 

HB 807   Dale, Tony(R)  Relating to fee waivers 
for certain hunting and 
fishing licenses for 
game wardens. 

 

HB 845   Lozano, Jose(R)  Relating to the 



authority of the 
governing body of a 
taxing unit to exempt 
from ad valorem 
taxation mineral 
interests owned by 
nonprofit corporations 
organized for the 
exclusive purpose of 
generating income. 

 

HB 855   Capriglione, Giovanni(R)  Relating to the 
investment of a portion 
of the economic 
stabilization fund 
balance. 

 

HB 904   Nevarez, Poncho(D)  Relating to the 
classification of exotic 
and nongame animals. 

 

HB 927   White, James(R)  Relating to the 
regulation of firearms, 
air guns, knives, 
ammunition, and 
firearm and air gun 
supplies. 

 

HB 934   Zerwas, John(R)  Relating to ad valorem 
taxation. 

 

HB 946   Paul, Dennis(R)  Relating to vehicles 
exempt from vehicle 
safety inspections. 

 

HB 950   Rodriguez, Justin(D)  Relating to the 
qualification of land for 
appraisal for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
as qualified open-space 
land. 

Companions: SB 
330  

Rodriguez, 
Jose(D) (Identical) 

  
1-30-17 S Introduced 
and referred to 
committee on Senate 
Finance 

 

 

HB 957   Anderson, Doc(R)  Relating to restricting 
the sale of state-owned 
longhorn cattle in Big 
Bend Ranch State Park. 

 

HB 1050   Swanson, Valoree (F)(R)  Relating to the 
abolition of ad valorem 
taxes. 

 

HB 1052   Schubert, Leighton(R)  Relating to the repeal 
of the franchise tax. 

Companions: HB 
1196  

Button, 
Angie(R) (Identical) 

  1-20-17 H Filed 
SB Estes, (Identical) 



178  Craig(R) 

  
1-25-17 S Introduced 
and referred to 
committee on Senate 
Finance 

 

 

HB 1056   Munoz, Sergio(D)  Relating to the powers 
and duties of certain 
water districts, 
including the power of 
eminent domain. 

 

HB 1100   Canales, Terry(D)  Relating to the 
issuance of a permit to 
host a charity hunt 
outside the regular 
hunting season. 

 

HB 1211   Phillips, Larry(R)  Relating to the 
additional tax imposed 
on land appraised for 
ad valorem tax 
purposes as qualified 
open-space land if a 
change in use of the 
land occurs. 

 

HB 1248   Lucio III, Eddie(D)  Relating to alternative 
resolution procedures 
for ad valorem tax 
suits brought under 
Chapter 42 of the 
Texas Property Tax 
Code for purposes of 
enhancing the public 
policy. 

 

HB 1351   Wray, John(R)  Relating to the 
prohibition of local 
motor fuel taxes on 
compressed natural 
gas and liquefied 
natural gas. 

 

HB 1454   Rinaldi, Matt(R)  Relating to the 
information required to 
be provided in or with 
a school district ad 
valorem tax bill. 

 

HB 1471   Murr, Andrew(R)  Relating to the 
eligibility of land for 
appraisal for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
as qualified open-space 
land on the basis of its 
use for wildlife 
management. 

 

HB 1567   Metcalf, Will(R)  Relating to a fee waiver 
for a combination 
resident hunting and 
fishing license for 



certain military 
personnel. 

 

HB 1603   Price, Four(R)  Relating to certain 
powers and duties of 
the Palo Duro River 
Authority of Texas. 

 

HCR 31   Springer, Drew(R)  Urging Congress to 
encourage the U.S. 
Department of 
Agriculture to revise 
existing policies that 
promote the waste of 
water after an irrigated 
crop has been declared 
a failure. 

 

HCR 46   Geren, Charlie(R) 
Whitmire, John(D) 

Inviting the Governor 
of Texas to address a 
joint session of the 
legislature on Tuesday, 
January 31, 2017 at 
11:00 a.m. 

 

HJR 16   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment relating to 
the appropriation of the 
net revenue received 
from the imposition of 
the state sales and use 
tax on sporting goods. 

Companions: SJR 
20  

Estes, 
Craig(R) (Identical) 

  
1-30-17 S Introduced 
and referred to 
committee on Senate 
Finance 

 

 

HJR 24   Raymond, Richard(D)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment prohibiting 
the authorization or 
funding of an 
elementary or 
secondary education 
voucher program. 

Companions: 
HJR 
82  

Raymond, 
Richard(D) 

(Refiled 
from 
84R 
Session) 

 

 

HJR 27   Howard, Donna(D)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment requiring 
the state to pay at 
least 50 percent of the 
cost of maintaining and 
operating the public 



school system and 
prohibiting the 
comptroller from 
certifying certain 
legislation. 

Companions: 
HJR 
97  

Howard, 
Donna(D) 

(Refiled 
from 
84R 
Session) 

 

 

HJR 40   Schofield, Mike(R)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment concerning 
the right to repurchase 
real property acquired 
by a governmental 
entity through eminent 
domain. 

 

SB 1   Nelson, Jane(R)  General Appropriations 
Bill. 

 

SB 2   Bettencourt, Paul(R)  Relating to ad valorem 
taxation. 

 

SB 3   Taylor, Larry(R)  Relating to the 
establishment of an 
education savings 
account program and a 
tax credit scholarship 
and educational 
expense assistance 
program. 

 

SB 4   Perry, Charles(R)  Relating to the 
enforcement by certain 
governmental entities 
of state and federal 
laws governing 
immigration and to the 
duties of law 
enforcement agencies 
concerning certain 
arrested persons. 

Companions: HB 
611  

Leach, 
Jeff(R) (Identical) 

  12-16-16 H Filed 
HB 
754  

Fallon, 
Pat(R) (Identical) 

  12-27-16 H Filed 
HB 
889  

Geren, 
Charlie(R) (Identical) 

  1- 9-17 H Filed 
HB 
1308  

Holland, 
Justin (F)(R) (Identical) 

  1-26-17 H Filed 
 

 

SB 11   Schwertner, Charles(R)  Relating to the 
administration of 
services provided by 



the Department of 
Family and Protective 
Service, including 
foster care, child 
protective, and prevent 
and early intervention 
services. 

Companions: HB 
914  

Thompson, 
Senfronia(D) (Identical) 

  1-10-17 H Filed 
 

 

SB 13   Huffman, Joan(R)  Relating to payroll 
deductions for state 
and local government 
employee 
organizations. 

Companions: HB 
510  

Davis, 
Sarah(R) (Identical) 

  12- 6-16 H Filed 
 

 

SB 14   Taylor, Van(R)  Relating to the ethics 
of public officers and 
related requirements; 
creating criminal 
offenses. 

Companions: HB 
1283  

Geren, 
Charlie(R) (Identical) 

  1-25-17 H Filed 
 

 

SB 17   Nelson, Jane(R)  Relating to the 
decrease of the rates of 
the franchise tax under 
certain circumstances 
and the expiration of 
that tax. 

 

SB 60   Zaffirini, Judith(D)  Relating to the 
preference given by 
state and local 
governmental entities, 
including public 
institutions of higher 
education, to 
agricultural products 
produced, processed, 
or grown in this state. 

 

SB 93   Hall, Bob(R)  Relating to prohibiting 
public funds from being 
used to enforce certain 
federal or international 
laws regulating 
firearms, firearm 
accessories, and 
firearm ammunition 
within the State of 
Texas. 

 

SB 168   Rodriguez, Jose(D)  Relating to the 



operations of the 
Department of Public 
Safety, Parks and 
Wildlife Department, 
and state military 
forces in the border 
region. 

Companions: HB 
1546  

Oliveira, 
Rene(D) (Identical) 

  2- 3-17 H Filed 
 

 

SB 210   Kolkhorst, Lois(R)  Relating to the required 
repeal or amendment 
of two state agency 
rules before adoption 
of a new state agency 
rule that increases 
costs to regulated 
persons. 

 

SB 226   Taylor, Van(R)  Relating to the 
procedure for action on 
certain applications for 
an amendment to a 
water right. 

 

SB 243   Burton, Konni(R)  Relating to the 
authority of a 
commissioners court to 
disapprove of certain 
condemnations. 

 

SB 263   Perry, Charles(R)  Relating to the 
handgun proficiency 
required to obtain or 
renew a license to 
carry a handgun. 

Companions: HB 
403  

Springer, 
Drew(R) (Identical) 

  11-17-16 H Filed 
 

 

SB 330   Rodriguez, Jose(D)  Relating to the 
qualification of land for 
appraisal for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
as qualified open-space 
land. 

Companions: HB 
950  

Rodriguez, 
Justin(D) (Identical) 

  1-11-17 H Filed 
 

 

SB 379   Perry, Charles(R)  Relating to the penalty 
for noncompliance with 
certain eminent domain 
reporting 
requirements. 

 

SB 401   Huffman, Joan(R)  Relating to the seizure 
of property by a peace 
officer. 



 

SB 403   Kolkhorst, Lois(R)  Relating to a temporary 
prohibition on 
increasing the market 
value of certain parcels 
of real property for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
following determination 
of a protest or appeal. 

 

SB 449   Burton, Konni(R)  Relating to the carrying 
of a concealed handgun 
on the premises of 
certain businesses. 

 

SB 459   Huffines, Donald(R)  Relating to the 
regulation or taxation 
of firearms, air guns, 
knives, or ammunition 
by a municipality or 
county. 

 

SB 555   Kolkhorst, Lois(R)  Relating to the entry of 
real property under a 
claim of eminent 
domain authority. 

 

SB 573   Estes, Craig(R)  Relating to the 
disposition of proceeds 
from the sale of 
freshwater fishing 
stamps issued by the 
Parks and Wildlife 
Department. 

 

SB 594   Creighton, Brandon(R)  Relating to the 
procedure for the 
approval of rules 
adopted by the 
comptroller relating to 
the appraisal of 
qualified open-space 
land and qualified 
timber land for ad 
valorem tax purposes. 

Companions: HB 
1299  

Springer, 
Drew(R) (Identical) 

  1-26-17 H Filed 
 

 

SB 626   Schwertner, Charles(R)  Relating to the 
acquisition of certain 
real property in 
conjunction with the 
acquisition of real 
property for a public 
use through eminent 
domain procedures. 

 

SB 627   Schwertner, Charles(R)  Relating to notice of a 
property owner's rights 
relating to the 
examination or survey 
of property by an entity 



with eminent domain 
authority. 

 

SB 628   Schwertner, Charles(R)  Relating to establishing 
actual progress for the 
purposes of 
determining the right 
to repurchase real 
property from a 
condemning entity. 

 

SB 629   Schwertner, Charles(R)  Relating to liability for 
the interest if land 
appraised for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
as agricultural or open-
space land is sold or 
diverted to a different 
use. 

 

SB 656   Zaffirini, Judith(D)  Relating to the 
establishment of an 
agriculture and rural 
ombudsman office. 

 

SB 684   Seliger, Kel(R)  Relating to the local 
regulation of the 
operation of utility 
vehicles, all-terrain 
vehicles, and 
recreational off-
highway vehicles on 
public roadways. 

 

SB 696   Perry, Charles(R)  Relating to a 
requirement that the 
Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality 
obtain or develop 
updated water 
availability models for 
certain river basins. 

 

SB 720   Perry, Charles(R)  Relating to rules 
regarding the carcasses 
of certain birds or 
animals. 

 

SB 721   Perry, Charles(R)  Relating to treatment 
and care provided by 
licensed medical 
professionals to 
animals in certain 
facilities. 

Companions: HB 
1375  

Davis, 
Sarah(R) (Identical) 

  1-31-17 H Filed 
 

 

SB 722   Perry, Charles(R)  Relating to a fee for 
participation in the 
Managed Lands Deer 
Program of the Parks 
and Wildlife 



Department. 

 

SB 740   Kolkhorst, Lois(R)  Relating to the 
acquisition of property 
by an entity with 
eminent domain 
authority. 

 

SB 741   Kolkhorst, Lois(R)  Relating to 
compensation to a 
property owner for 
property acquired by 
an entity with eminent 
domain authority. 

 

SB 742   Kolkhorst, Lois(R)  Relating to 
requirements for a 
bona fide offer for the 
acquisition of property 
by an entity with 
eminent domain 
authority. 

 

SJR 19   Nichols, Robert(R)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment to 
authorize the 
legislature to limit the 
maximum appraised 
value of a residence 
homestead for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
to 105 percent or less 
of the appraised value 
of the property. 

Companions: 
SJR 
14  

Nichols, 
Robert(R) 

(Refiled 
from 
84R 
Session) 

 

 

SJR 20   Estes, Craig(R)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment relating to 
the appropriation of the 
net revenue received 
from the imposition of 
the state sales and use 
tax on sporting goods. 

Companions: HJR 
16  

Guillen, 
Ryan(D) (Identical) 

  11-14-16 H Filed 
 

 

SJR 26   Perry, Charles(R)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment limiting 
appropriations from the 
economic stabilization 
fund to prevent the 
fund balance from 
falling below a 



prescribed minimum 
amount, other than in 
an emergency. 

 

SJR 30   Huffines, Donald(R)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment prohibiting 
this state or a political 
subdivision of this state 
from adopting or 
enforcing a law, 
ordinance, order, or 
other regulation 
requiring the 
registration of a 
firearm. 

 

SJR 36   Perry, Charles(R)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment prohibiting 
a tax on the sale or 
purchase of water at 
wholesale. 

   All     Track    
Total Bills: 109   109   
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