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industry news
House Bill 904 Filed by Rep. Nevarez
Last week, Rep. Poncho Nevarez out of Eagle Pass �led House Bill 904, relating to the classi�cation of exotic and nongame 
animals. �is bill would require the state to consider elk as a “wildlife” species, instead of their current agriculture designation. 
�is would drastically change the dynamic of how the state’s robust elk population has been treated for years.

TDA is OPPOSED to this bill. We believe elk should remain to be designated as an agriculture species, falling within the oversight 
of the Texas Animal health Commission.

House Bill 1100 Filed by Rep. Canales
Last week, Rep. Terry Canales of Edinburg �led House Bill 1100, relating to the issuance of a permit to host a charity hunt outside 
the regular hunting season. �is bill would allow landowners to apply for a permit to host a charity hunt that would occur within 
two weeks of the end of an open hunting season, which would raise money for a charitable nonpro�t organization. 

TDA will continue to monitor this bill.

capitol news
�e House adjourned until 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, January 24, 2017.
�e Senate adjourned until 2:00 p.m., Monday, January 23, 2017.

Texas Senate Announces Committee Assignments 
�e Texas Senate just announced committees. �e committees of Jurisdiction over our industry are the Senate Committee on 
Agriculture, Water, and Rural A�airs, as well as the Senate Committee on Natural Resources. �e members included in each 
committee are as follows: 

Agriculture, Water, and Rural A�airs:
Charles Perry, Chair; Jose Rodriguez, Vice-Chair; Brandon Creighton; Bob Hall; Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa; Lois Kolkhorst; Borris 
Miles

Natural Resources & Economic Development:
Craig Estes, Chair; Judith Za�rini, Vice-Chair; Konni Burton; Sylvia Garcia; Kelly Hancock; Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa; Don Hu�nes; 
Borris Miles; Jose Rodriguez; Kel Seliger; Van Taylor

View full list
 
Texas House Releases Budget
Texas House releases budget prioritizing public education, child protection, and mental health
“We put an emphasis on public education, child protection and better mental health care. �e Members of the House, beginning 
with the Appropriations Committee, will now have the chance to shape this budget and decide how best to allocate resources 
during an economic slowdown. �is is the �rst step toward producing a balanced budget that re�ects the priorities of the Texas  
House and does not raise taxes.” –Speaker Joe Straus, View press release

Texas Senate Releases Budget
Lt. Governor Dan Patrick on SB 1, relating to appropriations for the 2018-2019 biennium.

“SB 1 fully funds the estimated 80,000 students per year in population growth and leaves aside money for emergency appropria-
tions including the Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS). It maintains $800 million for border security, which 
will allow for an additional 250 troopers by the end of the 2018-19 biennium and the $5 billion, increase in transportation funding 
authorized last session by Proposition 7. SB 1 also improves the transparency of state government by providing more program- 
level information.” –Lt. Governor Dan Patrick, View news release

https://www.texasdeerassociation.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Texas-Senate-Committee-Assignments.pdf
http://www.house.state.tx.us/news/press-releases/?id=6019
https://www.ltgov.state.tx.us/2017/01/17/statement-by-lt-governor-dan-patrick-on-the-filing-of-sb-1-general-appropriations-act/
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capitol news CONTINUED

Tan Parker Named as Chairman of the Texas House Republican Caucus
State Rep. Tan Parker to serve second term as Chairman of the Texas House Republican Caucus

Chairman Parker was elected to the Texas House in 2006 to serve House District 63, located in southwestern Denton County.

LOCAL, STATE, AND NATIONAL NEWS
New Senate Members
District 1 – Bryan Hughes (R-Mineola)
District 13 ¬– Borris Miles (D-Harris)
District 24 – Dawn Buckingham (R-Lakeway)

New and Returning House Members
District 4 – Lance Gooden* (R-Terrell)
District 5 – Cole Hefner (R-Mt. Pleasant)
District 7 – Jay Dean (R-Longview)  
District 18 – Ernest Bailes (R-Shepherd)
District 20 – Terry Wilson (R-Marble Falls)
District 33 – Justin Holland (R-Heath)
District 49 – Gina Hinojosa (D-Austin)
District 54 – Scott Cosper (R-Killeen)
District 55 – Hugh Shine* (R-Temple)
District 60 – Mike Lang (R-Granbury)
District 64 – Lynn Stucky (R-Sanger)
District 71 – Stan Lambert (R-Abilene)
District 73 – Kyle Biedermann (R-Fredericksburg)
District 77 – Evelina “Lina” Ortega (D-El Paso)
District 107 – Victoria Neave (D-Dallas)
District 116 – Diana Arevalo (D-San Antonio)
District 117 –Philip Cortez* (D-San Antonio)
District 118 – Tomas Uresti (D-San Antonio)
District 120 – Barbara Gervin-Hawkins (D-San Antonio)
District 126 – Kevin Roberts (R-Houston)
District 128 – Briscoe Cain (R-Deer Park)
District 130 – Tom Oliverson (R-Cypress)
District 139 – Jarvis Johnson (D-Houston)
District 144 –Mary Ann Perez* (D-Houston)
District 146 – Shawn �ierry (D-Houston)
District 150 – Valoree Swanson (R-Spring)
* = Returning Member

legislative activities
TDA Capitol Deer Day: March 14, 2017

Senate Finance Committee Meeting: February 9, 2017
On February 9th, the Senate Finance Committee will meet to 
discuss the budget of Texas Parks and Wildlife as well as the
 Animal Health Commission.

View full notice

Birthdays
1/29 Rep. Larry Gonzales
2/3  Rep. Rose
2/4 Rep. Yvonne Davis
2/5 Rep. Stephenson
2/13 Sen. Za�rini
2/17 Rep. Dutton

http://www.legis.texas.gov/tlodocs/85R/schedules/html/C5402017020909001.HTM
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LOCAL, STATE, AND NATIONAL NEWS CONTINUED

Texans celebrate Trump at Black Tie and Boots Ball, read here
Texas Tribune – January 19, 2017

Rick Perry Named Energy Secretary
At con�rmation hearing, Rick Perry vows to pursue "sound science" on climate change, read here
Texas Tribune – January 19, 2017

Senator Calls for Tuition Freeze
Key senator pitches four-year tuition freeze at Texas public colleges, read here
Dallas Morning News – January 19, 2017

Sonny Perdue Named Agriculture Secretary 
Trump picks Sonny Perdue for agriculture secretary, passing over 4 Texans, read here
Texas Tribune – January 18, 2017

https://www.texastribune.org/2017/01/19/texans-celebrate-trump-black-tie-and-boots-ball/
https://www.texastribune.org/2017/01/19/rick-perry-testifies-senate/
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/higher-education/2017/01/19/key-senator-pitches-four-year-freeze-texas-college-tuition
https://www.texastribune.org/2017/01/18/trump-picks-perdue-agriculture-secretary-passing-o/


 

 

HB 54   Martinez, Armando(D)  Relating to the salary 
paid to certain 
professional employees 
of public schools. 

 

HB 61   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to 
consideration under the 
public school 
accountability system 
of performance on 
assessment 
instruments by certain 
students formerly 
receiving special 
education services. 

 

HB 64   Dutton, Harold(D)  Relating to abolishing 
the death penalty. 

 

HB 68   Simmons, Ron(R)  Relating to eligibility 
for a public education 
grant of certain 
students receiving 
special education 
services. 

 

HB 69   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to a 
requirement that 
school districts and 
open-enrollment 
charter schools report 
certain information 
regarding children with 
disabilities who reside 
in residential facilities. 

 

HB 78   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to credits to 
certain accounts of the 
Parks and Wildlife 
Department resulting 
from the allocation of 
the proceeds from 
taxes imposed on the 
sale, storage, or use of 
sporting goods. 

 

HB 79   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to the use of 
alternative assessment 
instruments for 
students in a special 
education program of a 
public school district. 

 

HB 83   Flynn, Dan(R)  Relating to a fee waiver 
for a combination 
resident hunting and 
fishing license for 
certain military 
personnel. 

Companions: HB 118  Flynn, Dan(R) (Refiled 
from 



84R 
Session) 

 

 

HB 102   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to exemptions 
from ad valorem taxes, 
the sales and use tax, 
and the franchise tax 
for certain businesses 
during an initial period 
of operation in this 
state. 

 

HB 145   Dutton, Harold(D)  Relating to public 
school students 
evaluated for purposes 
of accountability 
ratings in certain 
school districts. 

 

HB 173   Lucio III, Eddie(D)  Relating to the 
licensing and regulation 
of certain rainwater 
harvesting. 

 

HB 191   Bernal, Diego(D)  Relating to the notice 
given by a property 
owner prohibiting a 
handgun license holder 
from carrying a 
handgun on certain 
property. 

 

HB 203   Gonzalez, Mary(D)  Relating to a waiver of 
certain state park fees 
for United States 
veterans. 

 

HB 231   Rodriguez, Eddie(D)  Relating to the 
eligibility of land for 
appraisal for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
as qualified open-space 
land. 

 

HB 286   Rinaldi, Matt(R)  Relating to the repeal 
of provisions requiring 
school districts to 
reduce their wealth per 
student to the 
equalized wealth level. 

 

HB 292   Munoz, Sergio(D)  Relating to the 
expansion of eligibility 
for Medicaid in certain 
counties under the 
federal Patient 
Protection and 
Affordable Care Act. 

 

HB 301   Larson, Lyle(R)  Relating to the 
authority of an 
appraisal district to 
increase the appraised 
value of property for ad 



valorem tax purposes 
in the tax year 
following a year in 
which the appraised 
value of the property is 
lowered as a result of 
an. 

 

HB 328   Workman, Paul(R)  Relating to state and 
federal laws regarding 
immigrants or 
immigration, including 
the enforcement of 
those laws by certain 
governmental entities 
and the use of consular 
identity documents for 
certain purposes. 

 

HB 338   Burrows, Dustin(R)  Relating to acreage 
contracts and quantity 
contracts for the 
purchase of agricultural 
products. 

 

HB 375   Stickland, Jonathan(R)  Relating to providing 
for the carrying of 
handguns without a 
license and to related 
offenses and penalties. 

 

HB 399   Allen, Alma(D)  Relating to the salary 
paid to classroom 
teachers employed by 
public schools. 

Companions: HB 
1383  

Minjarez, Ina 
(F)(D) 

(Refiled 
from 84R 
Session) 

SB 
1303  

Menendez, 
Jose (F)(D) 

(Refiled 
from 84R 
Session) 

SB 
216  

Menendez, 
Jose(D) (Identical) 

  11-14-16 S Filed 
 

 

HB 417   White, James(R)  Relating to the repeal 
of the Texas Success 
Initiative. 

 

HB 424   Huberty, Dan(R)  Relating to municipal 
annexation. 

 

HB 448   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to the transfer 
of certain revenue into 
the state parks 
account. 

 

HB 449   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to the 
applicability of 
competitive bidding 
requirements to leases 
of radio towers and the 
land under radio towers 



procured by the Parks 
and Wildlife 
Department. 

 

HB 465   Anchia, Rafael(D)  Relating to the 
prosecution of certain 
offenses involving the 
carrying of weapons at 
amusement parks or 
locations associated 
with schools or 
educational 
institutions. 

 

HB 467   Murphy, Jim(R)  Relating to the 
guarantee of charter 
district bonds by the 
permanent school fund. 

 

HB 485   Fallon, Pat(R)  Relating to an 
exemption from the 
sales tax for firearms 
and hunting supplies 
for a limited period. 

Companions: SB 
133  

Creighton, 
Brandon(R) (Identical) 

  11-14-16 S Filed 
 

 

HB 487   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Relating to a 
landowner's liability for 
injuries incurred during 
certain recreational 
activities. 

 

HB 507   Israel, Celia(D)  Relating to the 
expansion of eligibility 
for medical assistance 
to certain persons 
under the federal 
Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act. 

 

HB 513   Davis, Sarah(R)  Relating to the 
reappraisal for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
of property damaged in 
a disaster. 

 

HB 605   Workman, Paul(R)  Relating to the 
consideration by the 
Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality 
of the economic impact 
of an appropriation of 
state water in 
determining whether to 
grant an application for 
the appropriation. 

Companions: HB 
2308  

Keffer, 
Jim(R) 

(Refiled 
from 
84R 



Session) 
 

 

HB 606   Springer, Drew(R)  Relating to the liability 
of a person who allows 
handguns to be carried 
on property owned, 
controlled, or managed 
by the person. 

 

HB 614   Leach, Jeff(R)  Relating to the 
procedure for action by 
the Texas Commission 
on Environmental 
Quality on an 
application for a water 
right. 

 

HB 643   Phillips, Larry(R)  Relating to the 
eligibility of land for 
appraisal for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
as qualified open-space 
land on the basis of its 
use for wildlife 
management. 

Companions: 
HB 
1932  

Burns, 
DeWayne 
(F)(R) 

(Refiled 
from 
84R 
Session) 

 

 

HB 755   Parker, Tan(R)  Relating to the use by 
certain tax-exempt 
organizations of certain 
payments made in 
connection with real 
property transfers to 
provide educational 
activities through 
certain schools. 

 

HB 773   Johnson, Eric(D)  Relating to information 
on projected changes 
in weather, water 
availability, and climate 
variability in strategic 
plans of certain state 
agencies. 

 

HB 777   Ashby, Trenton(R)  Relating to the 
eligibility of land owned 
by certain members of 
the armed services of 
the United States for 
appraisal for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
as qualified open-space 
land. 

Companions: HB 
591  

Ashby, 
Trenton(R) 

(Refiled 
from 84R 
Session) 



SB 
175  

Nichols, 
Robert(R) (Identical) 

  11-14-16 S Filed 
 

 

HB 781   Shaheen, Matt(R)  Relating to the 
issuance of a handgun 
license. 

 

HB 782   Shaheen, Matt(R)  Relating to the 
handgun proficiency 
required to obtain or 
renew a license to 
carry a handgun. 

Companions: HB 
372  

Springer, 
Drew(R) (Identical) 

  11-15-16 H Filed 
 

 

HB 804   Dale, Tony(R)  Relating to the duty of 
a property owner to 
send a lessee of the 
property who is 
required to pay the ad 
valorem taxes on the 
property a copy of any 
notice of appraised 
value received by the 
property owner. 

 

HB 807   Dale, Tony(R)  Relating to fee waivers 
for certain hunting and 
fishing licenses for 
game wardens. 

 

HB 845   Lozano, Jose(R)  Relating to the 
authority of the 
governing body of a 
taxing unit to exempt 
from ad valorem 
taxation mineral 
interests owned by 
nonprofit corporations 
organized for the 
exclusive purpose of 
generating income. 

 

HB 855   Capriglione, Giovanni(R)  Relating to the 
investment of a portion 
of the economic 
stabilization fund 
balance. 

 

HB 904   Nevarez, Poncho(D)  Relating to the 
classification of exotic 
and nongame animals. 

 

HB 927   White, James(R)  Relating to the 
regulation of firearms, 
air guns, knives, 
ammunition, and 
firearm and air gun 
supplies. 



 

HB 934   Zerwas, John(R)  Relating to ad valorem 
taxation. 

 

HB 950   Rodriguez, Justin(D)  Relating to the 
qualification of land for 
appraisal for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
as qualified open-space 
land. 

Companions: SB 
330  

Rodriguez, 
Jose(D) (Identical) 

  12-15-16 S Filed 
 

 

HB 957   Anderson, Doc(R)  Relating to restricting 
the sale of state-owned 
longhorn cattle in Big 
Bend Ranch State Park. 

 

HB 1050   Swanson, Valoree (F)(R)  Relating to the 
abolition of ad valorem 
taxes. 

 

HB 1052   Schubert, Leighton(R)  Relating to the repeal 
of the franchise tax. 

Companions: HB 
1196  

Button, 
Angie(R) (Identical) 

  1-20-17 H Filed 
SB 
178  

Estes, 
Craig(R) (Identical) 

  11-14-16 S Filed 
 

 

HB 1056   Munoz, Sergio(D)  Relating to the powers 
and duties of certain 
water districts, 
including the power of 
eminent domain. 

 

HB 1100   Canales, Terry(D)  Relating to the 
issuance of a permit to 
host a charity hunt 
outside the regular 
hunting season. 

 

HCR 31   Springer, Drew(R)  Urging Congress to 
encourage the U.S. 
Department of 
Agriculture to revise 
existing policies that 
promote the waste of 
water after an irrigated 
crop has been declared 
a failure. 

 

HCR 46   Geren, Charlie(R)  Inviting the Governor 
of Texas to address a 
joint session of the 
legislature on Tuesday, 
January 31, 2017 at 
11:00 a.m. 

 

HJR 16   Guillen, Ryan(D)  Proposing a 
constitutional 



amendment relating to 
the appropriation of the 
net revenue received 
from the imposition of 
the state sales and use 
tax on sporting goods. 

Companions: SJR 
20  

Estes, 
Craig(R) (Identical) 

  11-14-16 S Filed 
 

 

HJR 24   Raymond, Richard(D)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment prohibiting 
the authorization or 
funding of an 
elementary or 
secondary education 
voucher program. 

Companions: 
HJR 
82  

Raymond, 
Richard(D) 

(Refiled 
from 
84R 
Session) 

 

 

HJR 27   Howard, Donna(D)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment requiring 
the state to pay at 
least 50 percent of the 
cost of maintaining and 
operating the public 
school system and 
prohibiting the 
comptroller from 
certifying certain 
legislation. 

Companions: 
HJR 
97  

Howard, 
Donna(D) 

(Refiled 
from 
84R 
Session) 

 

 

HJR 40   Schofield, Mike(R)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment concerning 
the right to repurchase 
real property acquired 
by a governmental 
entity through eminent 
domain. 

 

SB 1   Nelson, Jane(R)  General Appropriations 
Bill. 

 

SB 2   Bettencourt, Paul(R)  Relating to ad valorem 
taxation. 

 

SB 4   Perry, Charles(R)  Relating to the 
enforcement by certain 
governmental entities 
of state and federal 



laws governing 
immigration and to the 
duties of law 
enforcement agencies 
concerning certain 
arrested persons. 

Companions: HB 
611  

Leach, Jeff(R) (Identical) 
  12-16-16 H Filed 
HB 
754  

Fallon, Pat(R) (Identical) 
  12-27-16 H Filed 
HB 
889  

Geren, 
Charlie(R) (Identical) 

  1- 9-17 H Filed 
 

 

SB 60   Zaffirini, Judith(D)  Relating to the 
preference given by 
state and local 
governmental entities, 
including public 
institutions of higher 
education, to 
agricultural products 
produced, processed, 
or grown in this state. 

 

SB 93   Hall, Bob(R)  Relating to prohibiting 
public funds from being 
used to enforce certain 
federal or international 
laws regulating 
firearms, firearm 
accessories, and 
firearm ammunition 
within the State of 
Texas. 

 

SB 168   Rodriguez, Jose(D)  Relating to the 
operations of the 
Department of Public 
Safety, Parks and 
Wildlife Department, 
and state military 
forces in the border 
region. 

 

SB 210   Kolkhorst, Lois(R)  Relating to the required 
repeal or amendment 
of two state agency 
rules before adoption 
of a new state agency 
rule that increases 
costs to regulated 
persons. 

 

SB 243   Burton, Konni(R)  Relating to the 
authority of a 
commissioners court to 
disapprove of certain 
condemnations. 



 

SB 330   Rodriguez, Jose(D)  Relating to the 
qualification of land for 
appraisal for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
as qualified open-space 
land. 

Companions: HB 
950  

Rodriguez, 
Justin(D) (Identical) 

  1-11-17 H Filed 
 

 

SB 379   Perry, Charles(R)  Relating to the penalty 
for noncompliance with 
certain eminent domain 
reporting 
requirements. 

 

SB 401   Huffman, Joan(R)  Relating to the seizure 
of property by a peace 
officer. 

 

SB 403   Kolkhorst, Lois(R)  Relating to a temporary 
prohibition on 
increasing the market 
value of certain parcels 
of real property for ad 
valorem tax purposes 
following determination 
of a protest or appeal. 

 

SB 555   Kolkhorst, Lois(R)  Relating to the entry of 
real property under a 
claim of eminent 
domain authority. 

 

SJR 20   Estes, Craig(R)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment relating to 
the appropriation of the 
net revenue received 
from the imposition of 
the state sales and use 
tax on sporting goods. 

Companions: HJR 
16  

Guillen, 
Ryan(D) (Identical) 

  11-14-16 H Filed 
 

 

SJR 26   Perry, Charles(R)  Proposing a 
constitutional 
amendment limiting 
appropriations from the 
economic stabilization 
fund to prevent the 
fund balance from 
falling below a 
prescribed minimum 
amount, other than in 
an emergency. 
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